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PROCEEDI NGS
MR. WOODSON: Let's go ahead and get

started. It's right at six o'clock. M nane
Is Joe Whodson. | amthe Redistricting
Coordinator. | appreciate everybody com ng
out tonight. 1've just got a couple of quick

comrents, and then |'m going to open the
floor. | want to |let everybody know t hat
there's going to be anple opportunity to
speak for or agai nst any map, and, you know,
we'll stay here until everyone has had a
chance to speak if they want to.

In that regard, I'mreally going to
insist that if you do have sonething to say,
pl ease cone to the m crophone. W' ve got a
court reporter here that's recording
everything that's said, and we want to nmake a
good, clean, clear record, and based on our
experience at sone of the other public
meetings, it can be very difficult to pick up
folks fromtheir seats. So if you would,
accommpdate us in that way and cone to the
m crophone if you can. If not, | can bring a
m crophone to you. So please do that.

| don't have any printouts of the nmaps.
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Most of you are aware of our website. W' ve
got our interactive tool that's avail abl e,

al though I know it's been causing a | ot of

fol ks problens. The IT folks are working on
a solution so that ideally you'll be able to
pi ck any one of the six House maps, including
after Friday, the nmaps that get adopted, and
zoomin and out down to street |evel on top
of a Google map. M understanding is that
the technical difficulty is way out in the

| nternet sonewhere. It doesn't have anything
to do with our website or our servers or
anything Iike that. |It's a technical fix out
there in the Internet, but they're working on
getting that fixed. So neverthel ess,
hopefully that will work better in the near
future.

At the sane tine, we've got PDF snapshots
of all of the maps posted on the website, and
last Friday | went in and took sone regional
shots because | know the primary conplaint is
that you can't see enough detail. So | got a
few cl oseups of the Governor's map in
particul ar, because that's where all the

guestions were comng from So, anyway, that
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shoul d be avail able to you.

Let ne just say before we open the fl oor,
to state the obvious, the Board nenbers have
presented their maps, and by definition, they
are the way that they would |ike themor they
woul dn't have drawn themthat way. So |
think that goes wi thout saying. And tonight
IS your opportunity to state publicly your
obj ection or your support for any of the
maps, and | would invite you to do that, and
this is your chance to persuade themthat
t hose maps shoul d be changed.

Just for maybe an orderly transition,
let's take the Senate first, talk about the
Senate. | would invite anybody that has
guestions or comments about any of the Senate
maps, let's do those first, and then we'll go
t he House maps unless we need to flip and you
all are good to go with the House.

"' mt hinking about one person in
particular, has a neeting to go to, so | just
t hought of that. Wy don't we flip it? Wy
don't we go with the House first, and then
we'll go to the Senate? So let's start that

way .
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Wth that said, the floor is open, and |
woul d invite anyone to cone forward to speak
for or against the maps.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you want to
take the Senate maps or the House maps?

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: I "msorry. | said
Senate first, but let's do House first.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Wy don't
you put the House map up there?

COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  That's an excel | ent
I dea.

REPRESENTATI VE STEELE: | really want to
speak to the Senate map first.

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: Ckay. Senat or
Steele, Representative Steele -- you'l
al ways be Senator to ne. Wich map would you
like to speak to first? This is the
Governor's Senate that | have up.

REPRESENTATI VE STEELE: Senate nmap.

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: Tell nme if you want
me to draw i n cl oser.

REPRESENTATI VE STEELE: Senate District
24. | think that's the House. Senate nap,
24, okay.

REPRESENTATI VE MURDOCK: He needs to go
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east .

COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  The nunbers have
changed.

REPRESENTATI VE STEELE: Representative
Mur dock said, "Go east, young nman."

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: Here we go. kay.
Very wel | .

REPRESENTATI VE STEELE: Thank you very
much to the Board and staff. W understand
and appreciate all of the work that you' ve
put into this process.

| am here, Representative Tracy Steele,
to represent the Arkansas Legislative Bl ack
Caucus. We have had several neetings and
continue to have dialog, but we continue to
tal k about this issue because we feel that
it'"s so critical. It took us so long to get
where we are. Just the thought of the
possibility of going backwards is sonething
that for all of us in the caucus and others
I's not acceptable.

A good friend of m ne and soneone |
greatly admre, Judge AQly Neal, nmade a --
just an outstanding statenent in rem ndi ng

us, all the sweat and the bl ood and tears
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that we've put forward getting to this point
was really not about us. It was the people
that we represent, nmaking sure that they
woul d have their constitutional right and
have an opportunity to vote for the person of
their choice.

In saying that, we continue to have
objection to Senate District 24. The growth
pattern in Senate District 24 will cone from
certain areas, whereas now we have only four
African- Anericans who serve in the Senate.
This could very well -- if not the next
el ection, quite possibly the election after
that, could nean we wll go back to three
menbers in the Arkansas Senate. O course,
the voters al ways have the | ast word.

But we feel just with some m nor changes,
we can insure that this Senate District has a
maj ority/mnority voting age popul ation.
Right nowit's right at 51 percent. And if
you |l ook at the district, the estinmated
growh in this district -- as a matter of
fact, the only grow ng conmunity in this
district is in Crittenden County and that's

Marion that is growing at a fast pace.
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So by the tine that this next election is
over, going into the election after that, it
could very well no |longer be a
majority/mnority district, and that issue is
a strong concern to the nenbers of the Bl ack
Caucus.

Agai n, when you only have four serving in
the Senate, to go down to three, anything you
can get passed, fortunate to get passed --
saying it takes at |least 18 votes. But it's
al so a travesty that -- to think of the fact
that we could | ose a seat in an area that we
fought so hard and that nmeans so much to this
state, and that's the Arkansas Delta region.

| can renmenber when Senator Bill Lewellen
first wal ked into the Senate, the whole
dynam cs of the Legislature changed,
especially anong the Legislative Bl ack
Caucus, because we knew that he was bringing
a dynamc here to this institution that we
never had before, and that is representation
frompeople in the true Arkansas Delta region
al ong the M ssissippi River.

So with that said, there is a slight

conprom se that we would like to submt to
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the Board for its consideration, as a caucus.

And what ever your preference is, we can stay
around, but we al so have a strong concern on
t he House side about the possibility of
| osing a House seat in Jefferson County as
wel | .

And M. Chairman, | could yield on that
until we deal with the House District or --

COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  Let ne pull that
up, the House seat.

This is the Governor's House map.

REPRESENTATI VE STEELE: Traditionally,
Jefferson County has had three African-
Ameri cans serving in the House of
Representatives. Wth this map, it nerges
one district there that is now presently a
little over 60 percent, takes it up to, |
understand, as high as 76 percent mnority
popul ation. The result of that is, is we
|l ose a majority/ mnority district with this
map and there will only be two
Representatives from Jefferson County that
wi |l have an opportunity to run in
majority/mnority districts in Jefferson

County.
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W feel there is a way -- and |
understand that it was presented early in one
of the neetings -- if those nunbers are
slightly changed. W know because of the
popul ation shifts, the difficult decisions
that you had to nake, but there's still an
opportunity to have three, to continue to
have three, to keep three mnority/mjority
districts. Although those nunbers nay not be
quite as high, we will still have enough to
reasonably sel ect and keep our nunbers.

In the House of Representatives, we face
the sanme issue. Chances are with this map,
we could go down from el even nenbers in the
House of Representatives to nine, which could
al so be devastating to the Legislative Bl ack
Caucus.

Thank you very nuch.

COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  Thank you for your
coment s.

Pl ease state your nane for the record.

MR WLSON. M. Wodson and Madam Court
Reporter and | adies and gentlenen, ny nane is
M ke Wlson. | live at Jacksonville. 1've

lived there all ny life. And since Senator
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St eel e addressed the Senate District, |
figure that gives ne an opportunity to
address the Senate District too, Nunmber 34,
Nort hwest, Northeast Pul aski County, Joe.

Senate -- and is that the AGs map or the
Governor's nmap?

COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  This is Governor's
Senat e.

MR WLSON: Ckay. They're substantially
the sane, as | understand, both the
Governor's Senate nap and the Attorney
Ceneral's Senate map with regard to
Jacksonville. And as we all can see, the
city -- 14th largest city in the state -- is
split essentially in two by the purposed --
by both purposed nmaps, into Senate District
34 on this map, and 30, the dark brown area,
and 34 is the pink area. That divides
Jacksonville, divides our community
artificially at H ghway 167 and splits us
into two parts. | don't know of any other
city our size or smaller that has been split
into two parts in any of the purposed pl ans.
There nmay be sone, but it hurts us.

Ri ght now our present Senate District
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i ncl udes Jacksonville and Searcy. Luckily,
we' ve had great, good representation in the
Senate from our nei ghbor from Searcy, but we
won't enjoy that anynore since that's out
under any circunstance.

| speak to you tonight and to the Board
on behal f of the Mayor, the Chanber of
Comrerce, the Little Rock Air Force Base
Community Council, and several of our
Al dernen, two of whom are present, Bob Stroud
and Bill Howard --

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: Whul d you speak
into the m crophone?

MR WLSON. |I'mtrying to speak into the
m crophone. If y'all wll raise your hands -
- and our city engi neer, Jay Wi sker, are al
present. Now, we've worked hard on
comuni cation with the Board, and the
cooperation that we've received, particularly
fromthe Attorney Ceneral's office, Alen
Gordonson -- Gordon and Brandon Robi nson of
that office. W' ve been working with them
daily and their efforts to accommobdate our
concerns are appreci ated.

The Mayor is out of the state tonight
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attending an official function of the Little
Rock Air Force Base, our |argest industry --
if you want to call it that -- in this county
and indeed in the state. That's why it's
critically inportant to us that our Senate
menber be dedicated to the concerns of Little
Rock Air Force Base and the econom c i npact
that it has on all of us.

Mayor Fletcher's statenent for the Board
is this, and I'll briefly read it:

"Jacksonville is a unique community in
regard to its ability to make nei ghbori ng
comruni ties even stronger by its position and
role in Central Arkansas through our
I ndustries and econom c i npact as hone of
Little Rock Air Force Base. Wth the many
t hi ngs that make Jacksonville a great place
to work and live, we need to be addressed by
t he passion and comm tnent of soneone who is
cl osely involved and understands our needs on
a personal |evel.

The citizens of Jacksonville deserve the
fullest representation that they are entitled
to. Qur strengths do not need to be

j eopardi zed by a divided, unfamliar, and
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di stant Representative as redistricting has
been done in the past.

The unity of Jacksonville nust not be
fragmented by nultiple Representatives from
all over the area. This does not nake sense.
Redi stricting may make for strong political
posturing, but it does nothing for devel opi ng
a strong city.

The Muni ci pal League has a notto that
says it all, and | truly believe it to be
true: "Geat cities nmake a great state.'
Wth this being absolutely true, why would we
do anything to weaken or dimnish a city,
especially one with a mlitary installation
in times when base cl osings are constant
threats."

That's the end of the Mayor's statenent.
We suggest to you that -- and to the Board,
that Senate District 30 should not include
the portion of Jacksonville that's divided
of f, but instead the eastern and sout heastern
section of Jacksonville should be subtracted
from Senate District 30 on this nmap, the
Governor's map, and added to Senate District

34.
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We believe that those nunbers can be
successfully done and that subtraction can be
successfully made within the percentage
paraneters that the Board is trying to
acconplish. And we say that because on this
map, Senate District 31, adjacent to Senate
District 30, has too few people init, and
Senate District 30 does not have enough with
that subtraction. So we believe that the map
as shown here can essentially be scooted
cl ockwi se, subtracting the divided portion of
-- the cut off portion of Jacksonville,
subtracting it from Senate District 30 and
pi cking up Senate District 30's nunbers from
Section 31.

Qur comunity is already, and has been
for many years, a racially diverse and a
har noni ous community. W hope and expect and
deserve that our conmmunity not be divided by
an artificial boundary, a highway. I
under stand what the Voting R ghts Act says
and what sone of the court cases say about
the factors being taken into account, but
surely a community of interest such as ours

al ready diverse and harnoni ous shoul d not be

Flynn Legal Services - www.flynnlegal.com
501.801.1801 - Little Rock | Fayetteville - 479.442.7111


http://www.flynnlegal.com

© 00 N o o b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN R B R R R R R R R, R
g A W N P O © 0 N O U A W N P O

PUBLIC MEETING
, on 07/25/2011

Page 18

di vided for the sake of -- or by reason of an
artificial boundary. W believe that our
comunity of interest is strong and shoul d be
favored far nore than artificial boundaries
for the requirenent of super majorities that
sone have suggest ed.

Thank you, | adies and gentlenen, for
| etti ng us appear before you tonight. And
again, | express ny appreciation to
representatives of the AGs office who have
cooperated to the extent that they can in
hel pi ng us nake these suggesti ons.

MAYOR WATSON:  Since we are tal king about
Senate District 34, I'mMke Watson. |'mthe
Mayor of Maunelle. W also have in the
audi ence our Gty Cerk Joshua Clausen. |'ve
got two council nenbers with nme, Al dernan
Burch Johnson and Al derman Jam e Stell.

W' ve got a nenber of the Chanber of Commerce
with us al so.

| feel exactly -- what M. WIson says.
Maunel le is at the opposite end of
Jacksonville in Senate District 34, and they
not only split Maunelle into two Senate

Districts, we've been split into three Senate
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Districts. Wth a population of 17,163,

i nstead of being 1/8 of -- or 1/5 of a Senate
District, we're being taken down to 1/8 of a
Senate District.

So District 30 picks up a portion of
Maunel l e; District 15 picks up half of
Maunel |l e; and District 34 picks up half of
Maunelle. And that's basically split
Maunel l e right down the mddle, simlar to
| ogi ¢ that Jacksonville was using.

Senate District 15 goes all the way to
Cinton, Arkansas. It takes in Perry County,
Conway County, and parts of Van Buren County
and parts of Faul kner County. And one of the
rules that | understand that they should be
taking in place is preservation of
communities of interest, to strive -- the
goal of maintaining a group of people in a
speci fic geographic area with those
i ndi vi dual s who share common interest, i.e.
comon econom cs, social, cultural, ethnic,
religious or even political interest.

| don't' think that represents Maunelle
in -- when you're putting us in -- and | have

not hi ng agai nst Perry County. | have
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relatives that live in Perry County -- or
Conway County, but that's mainly farners,
cattle farners, chicken farners, and so our
common interest would not be protected by a
Senator that's fromthat area up there.

And so we feel very strongly that
Maunel | e needs to be kept intact. |If the
only way to keep it intact and keep
Jacksonville intact would be to put us in
that district, we're willing to do that. But
the Secretary of State's map actually has
Maunel I e intact as a whole in the Senate
District, where the Governor's nmap and the
Attorney Ceneral's map divides Maunelle, |ike
| said, into three Senate Districts.

And one of themis probably an easy fix,
just taking care of District 30. It's only
about 500 citizens in Maunelle that are
affected by that, but it's a small portion of
Maunel l e. But we still don't understand why
one of the fastest growng cities in Maunelle
-- or inthe State of Arkansas -- one of the
fastest growing cities in the State of
Arkansas and one of the best educated, is now

being split into three Senate Districts and
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not feeling we'll be represented fairly by
any one Senator because they'll have vested

interest in other areas.

Thank you very nuch.

COORDI NATOR WOCODSON:  Thank you.

MR. WLSON:. Good evening, ny nanme is
Dion Wlson. |I'mhere to speak on Senate
District 24. |I'mfromForrest City,
Arkansas, but | was born and raised in
Hel ena- West Hel ena, Arkansas. | spring from
the loins of fornmer Representative Jinme L.
Wl son, and |'mhere today to speak on Senate
District 24 and howit affects the
opportunity -- fair opportunity for the kids
of Senate District 24 to have a chance to be
elected in that district as is now drawn by
t he Governor.

| conme to you toni ght because this Senate
District is not about Jack Crunbly. It's
about those who have suffered and gave their
bl ood, sweat, and tears to nmake sure that the
people -- African-Anerican people of Eastern
Ar kansas have a chance to be represented in a
fair capacity. But as the map is drawn now,

you can see that Crittenden County wl |
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conpose al nost 60 percent of the entire
Senate District. That gives those -- the
people of Phillips County, Lee County, St.
Francis County, and the other little small
cities in there, they don't have nuch voi ce.

When it cones to whose interest you're
going to represent, if 60 percent of the
district belongs to Crittenden County, then
it's obvious that the interest that their
Senator will be representing will be those of
the majority up in Crittenden County, and the
people of St. Francis County in particular,
who were the | eaders in bringing about the
Jeffers lawsuit to get these districts drawn,
will be left in the dark.

And so | cone to you toni ght on behalf of
nmy daughter Haley who is 15, ny son Col by who
Is 12, and ny daughter Kennedy who is 3,
asking that you give due consideration to
what has been done in the past to get us to
this point. And as they grow up and as they
endeavor to get in politics like their
gr andf at her has -- because ny son had a
chance to cone to the Capitol, and as he was

touring the Capitol, he saw a picture of his
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grandfather on the wall, M. Jimme L.

Wlson. And not only do | want himto see
his grandfather's picture on the wall, | also
want to see his picture on the wall.

And so | ask that you do give due
consi deration and engage i n good di al ogue,
good-faith dialogue, to consider the
al ternatives that have been presented to you
by Senator Crunbly and which will be
presented again and again and again until
Friday in which this thing is voted upon.

And so on behalf of ny children and ot her
people in the Delta who aspire to get
involved in politics, | ask and pray that you
gi ve due diligence and good-faith effort and
engage in good di al ogue to consider the
alternatives so that the people of St.
Francis County, Lee County, and all the
counties that are encunbered in the 24 Senate
District have a chance, a fair chance, to be

represented.

Thank you.
COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  Thank you.
M5. CRUMBLY: |'m Johnetta Crunbly and

|'ve al so cone to speak on Senate District 24
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especially. | live -- well, | live at
Wdener, but | work in Forrest GCty, and the
way that map is witten is that you actually
are splitting Forrest City. You don't even
have half of Forrest Gty in Senate D strict
24. So ny -- all of ny relatives cannot even
vote for the sane person because you have
split it just down the line where, in fact,
because of where | amnow, | can vote, but
where ny nom|lives, she would not be able to
vote for the sane Senator, and | think that
that is an injustice.

| also ama relative of Jeffers who
chal l enged the map that was witten earlier
and who stated why it was not a good map and
that it was an injustice to the mnority
people in our area. And |I'm asking you on
behal f of ny grandchildren and all others to
really take a serious | ook at what you have
done to Senate District 24 now by putting 60
percent of that map into another area.

And | was at the dinner on Saturday night
where | heard Governor Beebe speak that -- he
was tal ki ng about conpassion and the ability

to conpromse. And as far as what |'m seeing
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now, | don't hear any conpassion or any
ability or reason to want to conprom se and
to work with the persons who are asking you
to reconsi der what you have done, and to work
towards nore harnony so that all of us can be
represented and we can have -- we w |l not

| ose a Senator in that area. And in talking
wWith the people in St. Francis and Lee
County, we are not pleased with what you have
here. W would |like to be represented, and
we want to keep our Senator.

Thank you.

JUDGE NEAL: Good evening, sir, menbers
of the Board of Apportionnment. M nane is
Aly Neal. I'mfromMrianna and | had the
privilege of being one of the attorneys
representing M. Jeffers in Jeffers v.
Cinton, back in the late 80's and early
90's. |I'magoing to be very brief, but |I want

to sinply state to you that the whol e notion

of what was created by the Jeffers Court was

that African-Anericans should have a fair
opportunity to el ect candidates of their

choi ce.

Now, while | have worked over the |ast 25
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years, |'ve served the last 15 years as a
judge. I'mretired now And in those
capacities | held, | tried to work with

everybody. But the fact of the matter is
that certain conditions continue to prevail.
We probably could site for you very readily
at |l east two elections that occurred in
Eastern Arkansas that involved -- this
general area involved African-Anerican and
white candi dates, and the record would show
that African-Americans voted for the white --
for the black candidate and the white voters
voted for the white candi date.

We've still got the sane conditions that
exi sted that caused Jeffers to be deci ded by
the court as it was decided, and |I'd ask you
to take in consideration that fact, recognize
t hat when you draw these districts, they're
really supposed to have sone neaning. And
when the court went all the way out and
tal ked about super mmjority districts, that
was because of certain factors that continue

to exist.

For exanple, if you take what we have now

in District 24 as driven by the Governor's
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office -- as drawn by the Governor's office,
that district is about 51 and a half, 51.6
percent African-Anerican voting age

popul ation, | believe. But you've got a
prison in that district in Lee County that
has about 1,600 or 1,700 inmates, and those
I nmat es, about 75 percent of them are

Afri can- Anmeri can.

Now, what that neans is that those 75
percent African -- that 1,200 African-

Aneri cans nmakes the popul ati on appear to be
much higher. And while it legally neets the
definition of voting age population, it's
certainly not in the spirit of what the
courts were trying to do when they
entertai ned super nmajority districts.

I'd ask you to really consider redraw ng
that district to include the proposal as
presented by M. Crunbly. And | realize M.
Crunbly has properly presented it two or
three tinmes, but |'mencouraging himto start
presenting it at |east -- today is Mnday --
and Friday -- at least two tines per day, at
| east twice tonorrow, twi ce Wednesday, tw ce

Thur sday, and once early Friday norning
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bef ore you vote.

Thank you very nuch.

MR JONES. |I'm St. Francis County
Assessor Craig Jones, and |I'mhere to talk
about District -- Senate District 24 too.
|"'m here today representing elected officials
in St. Francis County.

Peopl e out of state don't really quite
under stand unl ess you' ve been born in the
Delta -- and I'mtal king about St. Francis
County is the Delta. There's three counties
over there that have a lot in comon, St.
Francis, Lee, and Phillips. Those three
counties need to be represented by soneone
fromthose three counties because we have
speci al needs and special interest that no
one in the state understands.

It took St. Francis County as far back as
| can renenber -- and | don't renenber
anot her Senator being from St. Francis
County. M. Crunbly was the first Senator
fromour county, and we've had good
representation every since he's been there.
Si xty percent of the way this is drawn up

will pull power out of St. Francis County and
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put it in Crittenden County, and | don't
think that's for the best interest of the
people of St. Francis, Lee, or Phillips
County. And |'masking y'all go back to the
way it was or listen to the map that Senator
Crunmbly has because we've got good
representation now and we need to keep it
like it is.

Thank you.

JUDGE JANSEN: |'m David Jansen, Randol ph
County Judge. W started out ten years ago
with one Senator. W had a popul ati on of
18,195. On this last Census we ended up with
17,969. W |ost a population of 226. Y al
have taken our district, Senate District, and
you' ve taken the heart of Randol ph County out
by taking the City of Pocahontas and novi ng
It over to another powerhouse and then
putting us with the others, noving us all the
way down to Batesville.

And | know we're tal king about the
Senate, but y'all have done the sane thing on
t he House side. W've always had one Senat or
and one Representative, and now on the other

maps, on the House side we're sitting here
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now with three Representatives and two
Senat or s.

We are part of the Delta region.
Everybody has been tal ki ng about running up
and down the boundaries of Arkansas, and we
are Delta and we have struggled to keep jobs.
W' ve wor ked hard and we've created an
internodal with the -- our two adj oi ning
counties there, and | feel -- and |I've had a
|l ot of citizens call me concerned about, this
IS going to hurt us.

And | know everybody has put a | ot of
work into this. | know you're not going to
make everybody happy. As the County Judge, |
know you can't make everybody happy, but |
woul d ask this Board to take into
consi deration putting us back |ike we was,
keepi ng one Senator and one House.

Appr eci ate you.

MR. GLOVER Gentlenmen, will that
m crophone pick nme up back here?

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: This one wi I | .

MR GLOVER | have a little problem
turning ny back on the people. That always

bothered me. But | have sone notes here and
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-- by the way, ny nane is Bobby G over,
former State Senator. | served in the

Legi slature over 30 years. | termlimted in
January, and | represented part of Pul aski
County, all of Lonoke County, all of Prairie
County, and a large part of Arkansas County
which took in Stuttgart.

Now, |'mhere to speak in regard to
Senate District 29 and Senate District 28.
It's ny understanding that those are the two
Senate Districts the Governor is proposing
which | totally endorse. And | believe --

"' mnot sure about this -- | haven't seen the
maps of the Attorney General, but |
understand that they're awfully close to
being the sane as the Governor. But again, |
want nmake it clear, |I'mendorsing Senate Bil
29 and Senate Bill 28.

The issue of -- |'ve got sone things |
want to say. The issue of redistricting, as
you' re aware, cane up ten years ago. And our
Senat or representing Lonoke County at that
time was fromWite County and from Jefferson
County. Senator Beebe was one of them

Senat or Knox Nel son, he was one of our
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Senators, and then Senator Jay Bradford.
Before that, our Senators were from Pul aski
County. W did not have a Senator elected in
Lonoke County, which was Senator Charl es
CGeorge, since 1966. | was elected in 2003.
That neans for 37 years, we did not have a
Senator that actually lived in Lonoke County.

Now, I'mgoing to make it clear, we got
good representation fromthe Senators that
did not live in Lonoke County, but | think
everyone here will admt that you would
prefer to have a Senator, if possible,
el ected fromyour honme county, and you'd al so
i ke to have your Representatives el ected
from hone county, but we know that's not
possi ble. And we also realize because of the
popul ation shift and whatnot, that a | ot of
things had to be done in regard to this
redi stricting.

We know what happened up in Northwest
Arkansas. A lot of people had to give up one
of the areas that they've been representing.
They didn't want to, but they had to. | --
and being in the Legislature as |long as |

have, | had to do that fromtine to tine, but
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that's just the nature of the beast and you
just can't get around it.

| and sone others went before the
Reapporti onnent Board and pl anted our case
that due to the fact that Lonoke County had
i ncreased so nmuch in population, that we felt
the tinme had cone that Lonoke County shoul d
at | east be given opportunity to elect a
State Senator. And so fortunately for us,

t hat happened. As | stated whil e ago,

t hough, that Senate District was part of
Pul aski County and all of Lonoke County, al
of Prairie, and a | arge part of Arkansas
County.

Three of us ran for the Senate, three
House nenbers, and | won the Denocratic
primary. And then there was a Republican
that was a nom nee in Cabot, and so he and |

ran agai nst one anot her.

Lonoke County -- and |I'm not conpl ai ni ng,

so let's don't -- let's get that -- just
don't even go there. Lonoke County used to
be one of the strongest Denobcratic counties
i n Arkansas, but we're now a strong

Republ i can county because of the Cabot area
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and because the -- a | ot of people that noved
inup there with the Little Rock Air Force
Base. So consequently, Lonoke County is
basically controlled by the Republicans. |
get along with all of them | get along.

got along well with the fornmer mayor of Cabot
who is now the State Senator. He and | had a
good working relationship. |In fact, they
didn't run anybody agai nst ne ny second term
which I was gl ad because since a | ot nore
peopl e have noved in up there, | don't have a
base that woul d have turned out.

But anyway, that being said, | ran and |
| ost as far as Lonoke County i s concerned,
but | got about 42 percent of the vote, but
because of Prairie County, because of Pul aski
County, because of Arkansas County, | was
able to wn.

Now, let's |ook at State Senate District
as proposed by the Governor, Senate District
29. This takes in Lonoke County, sone of
Lonoke County, Cabot in particular, and |I'm
assumng it takes in Ward and Austin. |I'm
assumng in takes in sone of Wite County,

and then it goes over into Pul aski County. |
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think it takes in the Little Rock Air Force
Base.

What t he Governor has done here, he has
guaranteed w thout question that the Senator
from Cabot can get elected as |ong as he
wants to, as long as termlimts wll allow
that. Wen they go back in session next
time, he'll draw and he'll either get a two-
year termor four-year term |If he gets --
he's al ready been there two years, and we --
|"ve had -- like |I said, |I've had excell ent
cooperation fromhim so it's not anything
that -- trying to get back at soneone.

If he draws a two-year term then the
Constitution allows himtwo nore four-year
terns so, consequently, he could conceivably
serve another ten years in the Legislature,
In the Senate.

To make ny point about Cabot, of
Governor's -- as well as nyself, as how we
supported them the Governor and nysel f take
i n consideration (indiscernible) noney and
al so General I|nprovenent Fund. W presented
a $400,000 froma -- land to build a new

Arnmory. Because of mllions and mllions of
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dollars that he put into the Public School
Facilities Fund, Cabot has been able to draw
nore noney fromthat because of the continued
increase in their schools and rightfully so.

The point | want to nmake-- and |'ve
already made it, | think -- is that nowhere
in the State of Arkansas as | understand it,
any -- there is not an incunbent that's going
to have to run agai nst anot her incunbent, and
| think the Governor should be comrended for
that. | hope that the people of Cabot wll
thank him making sure that their Senator up
there is well protected and can be -- stay in
office as long as he so w shes.

Now, let's get to the next district which
is District 28. District 28 wll take --
that woul d be the rest of Lonoke County which
wll be afewmles out of Cabot toward
Lonoke. It will take in Lonoke, Carlisle,
Engl and, and all of rural areas, Hummoke,

Coy, Scott, all the rural areas in Lonoke
County, and then it wll take in Prairie
County, all of Prairie County. It wll take
in Arkansas County, Stuttgart and DeWtt. It

will circle around and pick up sone of
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Whodr uff County and Monroe County.

Now, we'll stop right there. Sinply
saying, that is one of the nost heavily
agricultural areas in the whole State of
Arkansas so, consequently, it all ties well
together. Now, it is true, it circles on
around and takes in sone of Wiite County in
Searcy, but predomnately as far as the area
Is concerned, it's agriculture and
agriculture and agriculture. Agriculture is
the lifeblood of all those areas that | have
mentioned to you. So | would certainly hope
that irrespective of whoever wns that race,
that it will be soneone that is very strong
as far as their philosophy is concerned

having to do with agricul ture.

Now, et nme also say this -- I"'mgoing to
close. | know I've already tal ked too nuch.
The thing that | |ike about this as nuch as

anyt hing, irrespective wherever that second
Senator is going to be el ected, Lonoke County
IS going to have two Senators. Because that
Senator will have a responsibility -- and |
can assure you with as nmany votes as there's

goi ng to be Lonoke County especially, he's
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going to -- he or she is going to make sure
that they work very closely with Lonoke
County.

But the bottomline is, arithnetic is the
answer to this. Two Senators in the Senate
of 35 Senators is a heck of a |lot better than
one. Two votes is a lot nore than just one.
So consequently, taking all that in
consideration, |I think the Governor has done
a good job, and |I whol eheartedly endorse his
proposal having to do with Senate Proposal 28
and 29.

MR. SANNER: Can | use that? This one is
too tall. Maybe | can adjust it now.

Former Senator d over is tal king about
these two districts. | thought now shoul d be
ny time. |'mHarvey Joe Sanner. |'mfrom
Prairie County. And our County Judge M ke
Skarda is here with ne, and the Mayor of
Bi scoe Teddy Dool ey and the Mayor of De Valls
Bl uf f.

From a county standpoint, we want to
endorse the Governor's plan as well. One
pl an actually splits Prairie County up in

about three different House Districts. So
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fromhis Senate plan and House plan, we think
it's the best plan for Prairie County.

W're a small county, and as Bobby said,
we're agricultural. W're |osing population.
And |I'm Chair of the Election Comm ssion
there, this would be a lot sinpler for us the
way the Governor has drawn this district for
us in the county. And also, we're in the
process of trying to create an econom cC
devel opnent entity countywide. This would
| end support to that, where |I'mafraid sone
of the plans, it would take out certain
townshi ps and nake our idea of county unity
nore difficult.

So fromour standpoint in Prairie County,
we |ike -- out of the three maps, we |ike
Gover nor Beebe's map the best.

Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE ENGLI SH:  |' m Jane
English, and | need to tal k about Senate
District 29. Al of that portion that's --
of 29 that is inside of Pulaski County,
you've got the Little Rock Air Force Base
which is a nmajor, major industry in the

Jacksonvi |l | e/ Sherwood/ North Littl e Rock area,
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Maunel l e -- and the whol e school systemthere
that has been a problemfor over the |ast 30
years. All of those people that are in that
North Pul aski area are tied into the Pul aski
County Special School D strict, which we all
know is a huge problemright now and w ||
probably continue to be a problemfor a
while. Possibility we nmay be | ooking at
north and south school districts.

The issue is, is that while wonderful
Senators are in 29, there is nobody who
actually speaks for the Little Rock Air Force
Base and/ or those people who are in the
Pul aski County Special School District in
District 29 inside of Pulaski County. So
where it used to be smaller, it is now
enl arged where there's less and | ess
representation for those people in North
Pul aski County and even over at Canp
Robi nson. That's an area that is part of
North Little Rock and Sherwood and the whol e
community of interest i s gone away.

The Little Rock Air Force Base has mmjor
i ssues with the school system w Il continue

to have major issues wth the school system
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and is very inportant to Jacksonville,
Sherwood, and North Little Rock. And | w |
certainly request that we begin to | ook at --
there's not that many people that live up
there, but there are people and they need to
be represented as far as the school is
concerned, as well as the community of

interest wwth the Little Rock Air Force Base.

Those are people who work there, people
who live there, people who go to school in
that area, people who are retired in that
area, use those base facilities, and they're
all folks who are inportant to that North
Pul aski area. And there is no city close by
to themto represent them other than Searcy
which is 50 mles away. So there is no other
town. So | would ask you, please, to start
thinking a little bit differently about North
Pul aski County.

M5. HENDRI X: My nanme is Ernma Hendri x.
I'"'mCity Director, fornmer State Conference
President of the NAACP. | wanted to ask you,
iIs there another map ot her than the

Governor's map?
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COORDI NATOR WOODSON: Each of the three
Board nenbers, Governor, Secretary of State,
Attorney Ceneral, have issued a House and
Senate map. So |'ve got any of --

M5. HENDRI X: WII| you put up the
Secretary' s?

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: House or Senat e?

M5. HENDRI X: The Senate. |If you'll | ook
at Senator Crunbly -- is that 247

COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  SOS -- they have
di fferent nunbers, but --

M5. HENDRI X: Ch, that's right.

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: Here woul d be 13,
Senate 13, Secretary of State Senate 13.

M5. HENDRI X: | really wanted to just
take a ook at the difference. | notice that
everybody is speaking on the Governor's nmap,
which | have sone differences with, but I
really wanted to see -- for you to put up on
the screen the Secretary of State.

Thank you.

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: Yes, ma' am

MAYOR MAYNARD: Hello, |I'm Danny Maynard,
Mayor of England, and ny County Judge is here

with nme and ny Representative, and we have
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been quite happy over the years with the
situation being as it has. W're pleased.

W' ve worked hard as the Lonoke County
Mayoral Alliance which consists of nost of
the Mayors in the county, including the
County Judge and our Senators and our
Representatives. And we have worked hard to
cone up with the unity that we have over the
| ast five years.

Most of you are probably not famliar
with this, but in the past, South Lonoke
County has sort of felt |like a stepchild when
It conmes to countyw de things that happen.
So we would like to see it go back to where
it was, and it would solve this problemthat
the |l ady tal ked about earlier as far as the
school situation in Pulaski County, but it
may get smaller. Just flip White and Lonoke
Counties, put it back basically to where it
was whi ch woul d consi st of al nost the sane
popul ation, if |I'mnot m staken.

So we've worked hard to get to the point
that we are, and we just really hate to see
it torn apart and go the other way at this

time.
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COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  You can push that
up.

JUDGE ERW N Ckay.

['"'m Doug Erwin. |'mthe Lonoke County
Judge, and | would just like to echo M.
Maynard's comments there. There's only about
-- in Northern Lonoke County there, if you'd
put White County back in or Beebe, north of
the way the Governor's plan is drawn now, if
you' d put Wiite County to within Searcy and
everything, it solves three or four problens
as the | ady addressed here, the North Pul aski
deal . There's only 500 difference in
popul ati on, and that can be taken out of the
sout hwest corner there and keep Lonoke
I ntact.

You've got 11 cities there, the Mayor's
I ncorporation as he spoke to there, that are

wor ki ng and have a wonderful relationship

there, working relationship. It doesn't seem

to -- even though that the Cabot area as M.
d over has -- spoke earlier has becone a
Republican area, it doesn't nmke any
difference there. They're all working

together, and | -- Thursday ni ght the Quorum
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Court, out of 13 JP's in Lonoke County, they
vot ed unani nously to try to keep Lonoke
County intact.

Appr eci ate your consideration on that.
Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE MCCRARY: My nane is Walls
Mccrary, and |'mthe Representative in
District 15. 1'd like to speak for the
District 15, and | can nake mne real short
and sweet.

The way the Governor's map has the
district, it is rural, small town, and
agriculture. And so we neet all of that, and
our interests are the sane. So as far as
that part of it is done, the House seat
District 15is -- 1 like it very nmuch, and |
think it would support the agricul tural
I nterest very well.

Thank you.

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: House or Senate. |
don't think we're follow ng any procedure on
that. Any other comments?

MAYOR WATSON:  Since it looks like we're
noving to the House, |I'm M ke Watson, the

Mayor of Maunelle. | spoke earlier about
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Senate District 15 and 30 and 34. But if
you'll | ook at the Governor's map on House
District 41, and even the Attorney CGeneral's
and the Secretary of State, they left out a
smal | portion of Maunelle in the northwest
cor ner.

Now, currently we're represented well by
Representative English, and | have no problem
Wi th Representative English, but this was one
of the problens when you redistrict every ten
years. | think we forget what happend ten
years ago, because that snmall portion of
Maunel | e that you see up in the extrene |eft-
hand corner that's in District 42 right
there, there's about three subdivisions,

t hree nei ghbor hoods, and our Representative
in 2001 lived in that area. The
Representative for District 42 lived in that
area. So that's how a small portion of
Maunel | e got taken out of Maunelle. It's
protecting the i ncunbent Representative that
was t here.

And so nobody has | ooked at that at this
time. So therefore, that has taken a snall

portion of Maunell e which anpbunts to about
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300 to 400 hundred fam lies maybe, sonething
like that, that they don't even -- a lot of
times they call the wong Representative
because they think Maunell e has one
Representati ve when we actually have two.

But |ike | say, we've been represented
wel | by Representative English who has
District 42 and Representative Garner. So
it's not anything agai nst Representative
English, and | hope she continues to be our
Senator if that what she chooses to do if the
map stays the way it is. But that's what |
have a problemw th, is nobody went back to
see why was this portion of Maunelle taken
out or why is it not in with the rest of
Maunelle, and it's all because of sonething
t hat happened ten years ago.

So | think sonetinmes we forget the
history, and that's a little bit of ny
problemw th Maunelle. As we nove forward,
Maunelle wll continue to grow, and it w |
be harder to bring Maunel |l e back together in
the Senate Districts if we keep themsplit up
Now.

So that's ny comments on the House
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District 41 and 42.

COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  Thank you.

House or Senate, you can speak to either.

REPRESENTATI VE COLLI NS-SM TH:  Hey, Joe.
Coul d you get both nmaps on there, Senate and
t he House?

COORDI NATOR WOODSON: W' I | have to go
back and forth.

REPRESENTATI VE COLLINS-SM TH: Let's talk
about the House. M. dover, | was pitted
agai nst anot her incunbent, and there are a
few others that the Governor has pitted
agai nst one anot her and has opened up seats
in other counties. So | just want to clarify
that. Not in the Senate seat, but in the
House.

If you ook at District 80 and you see --
Randol ph County has al ways been whole. It's
a growi ng community. The county is part of
an internodal system And when you | ook at
that you can see that by the Governor's nmap,
you w Il take out Pocahontas as a city center
and nove it into Fulton County as part of
that district. Randol ph County has al ways
been whole. Nowit's going to be split by
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t hree House nenbers.

When you try to get to Fulton County, you
have to drive from Pocahontas, where | |ive,
all the way across H ghway 62, two counti es,
to get Fulton County at Ash Flat before you
can get there. So you drive one hour across
two other counties to get there. Wen you
end at Ash Flat -- or you could go into
M ssouri, by the way. You could go up
H ghway 93, cross over about there and cone
back around by Mammoth and get there. But
you can't get there directly from Pocahontas
Wi thout -- the fastest route is one hour.
Ckay. So we think that is a bad, bad
district.

When you | ook at the Senate seat for that
-- I"lIl just -- you don't have to change
that, but there's going to be three Senators
that we have to deal with froma county that
was whole to now three Senate Districts and
three House Districts.

When you try to put |ike counties
together -- | know that ny district, Sharp
County and Randol ph County, wanted to be

conplete. They wanted -- we wanted to take a
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district -- or a county seat that was split
al ready and nmake that county nore whol e,
which | think by |aw you' re supposed to do.

They're not contiguous. You can't get
there -- you mght can, but I don't think --
you're going to have to go through soneone's
field from Randol ph County and across Sharp
to Fulton County if you actually did that
little loop at the top. So | hope that the
Governor's staff will |ook at that, because
he told ne to tell you that today when |
talked to him

And where is the Governor's staffers?

UNI DENTI FI ED AUDI ENCE MEMBERS:
(Conpl i ed.)

M5. COLLINS-SM TH:  Thank you. | just
wanted to find them Thank you.

W are a grow ng conmunity that's going
to be split at our county seat. W ask that
our county be nade whol e again so that we can
continue to grow, so that when we're
mentioned with cities |Iike Jonesboro or
Paragould in Greene County, that people can
understand we're grow ng.

Busi nesses are still com ng to Randol ph
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County. So we hate that we're split where we
won't have any voice, and what's -- for ne as
a Legislator, you -- you know,
Representatives are going to conme and go,
Senators are going to cone and go, but by
golly those citizens need to be represented,
and that's what | want to do.

And so | want you to really | ook at that
di strict because we think that it can be
i nproved, and we think you can nmake those

counties whol e, especially when you're

| ooking at you're still splitting Sharp
County.
So | hope you'll ook at that for us, and

i f you have any questions, please holler at

us after this neeting. W'Ill help you draw
It out.
Thank you.

COORDI NATOR WOODSON:  Anyone el se?

Wll, if there are no other comments,
we're dismssed. Thank you for com ng.

(WHEREUPON, the proceedi ngs were

concluded in the matter at 7:11 p.m)

* * * * * * * *
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF ARKANSAS )
) ss
COUNTY OF GARLAND )

|, Sherri Renaud, Certified Court Reporter #690,
do hereby certify that the facts stated by ne in the
caption on the foregoi ng proceedings are true; and
that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were reported verbatim
t hrough the use of the voice-witing nethod and
thereafter transcribed by ne or under ny direct
supervision to the best of nmy ability, taken at the
tinme and place set out on the caption hereto.

| FURTHER CERTIFY, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney or enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially interested or otherwise, in
the outcome of this action, and that | have no
contract with the parties, attorneys, or persons wth
an interest in the action that affects or has a
substantial tendency to affect inpartiality, that
requires nme to relinquish control of an original
deposition transcript or copies of the transcript
before it is certified and delivered to the custodi al
attorney, or that requires ne to provide any service

not nmade available to all parties to the action.
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2011.

W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL this 11th day of August,

SHERRI RENAUD

Arkansas State Suprene Court

Certi

fied Court Reporter #690
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