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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. WOODSON: That's ne right there. |
amthe redistricting coordinator for the
Board of Apportionnent, and this is our
honmepage, but our website -- if you ever need
to contact ne or the Board, there's ny phone
nunber, e-mail, mailing address. This is our
websi te, arkansasredistricting.org.

| just wanted to say a couple of things
to you. Mny of you may have comments or
questions, and I'm going to be here tonight
until everybody gets a chance to say what
they want to say. W have a court reporter
here, and we have had a court reporter at all
of our neetings, because our main purpose of
these neetings is to get input, and we want
to make a record of that. So | would ask you
I f you do have a question or a conmment,
pl ease stand at the m crophone and say your
name and speak into the m crophone so that
our court reporter can get a record of it.

Havi ng said that, we're going to get to
sone maps in about 15 mnutes. | want to

open with several sort of introductory
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comrents. We've got many elected officials
here, several nenbers of the General
Assenbly. All of those nenbers have j ust
gone through the congressional redistricting
process; and so a | ot of you already know
nost, if not all, of what |'m about to say.
But sone of you may not know all of it or a
bunch of it so | want to sort of lay the
ground wor K.

| s the feedback okay? 1Is it too nuch,
too nmuch --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's still too
much.

MR, WOODSON: Too nuch?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You're over
driving a little bit.

MR, WOODSON: What did she say?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You' re over
driving it on the anp a little bit.

MR, WOODSON: How s that? Alittle
better?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That's good.

MR, WOODSON: Okay. But | want to sort
of get us all on the sane page wth sort of

what the process is and what the lawis. To
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do that, let nme start wwth an extrene
exanple. In Arkansas, we've got 35 state
senate seats. Let's say, for exanple, that
instead of 35, we only had two state senate
seats, and let's say we drew a map that said
everybody in this roomgets to el ect one
state senator and the other 2.9 mllion
people get to elect the second state senator.
Well, it would be imedi ately apparent that
nmost of us in this roomhave a

di sproportionate influence on the process.
And so | use that to say that the first goal
of redistricting is to equalize the

popul ation within the districts. For
decades, even the Arkansas Constitution calls
for redistricting.

Prior to World War |11 and even a little
bit after, all around the country, a |ot of
jurisdictions just sinply wouldn't do it
because nobody cared. But beginning in the
"60s, the U S. Suprene Court started to care,
and they mandated that all districts -- |
don't know why I'm feeding back -- all
di stricts should be equal size in population,

and that's the one person, one vote that we
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al |l hear about.

Now, one of the things that I'"mgoing to
talk about in a mnute is the difference
bet ween congressional districts and
| egislative districts. But the whole reason
we're having to do this is because once every
ten years the constitution mandates it. The
Suprene Court says we've got to hit equal
popul ati on nunbers. And so the U S. Census
did their job last year in 2010, and early
this year they released their figures. And
those figures said that Arkansas had
2,915,000 people as of 2010. Well, if you
di vide that nunmber by 100 house seats, you
get a target nunber of 29,159. If you divide
t hat nunmber by 35 senate seats, you get a
target nunber of 83, 311.

Now, unlike the four congressional seats
that the general assenbly just got through
drawi ng, those had to be alnost identical in
popul ati on size, less than 1 percent
difference. W get alittle bit of |eeway
when we're drawi ng state house and senate
seats. W get an overall range of 10

percent. So, for exanple, if our target was
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100 people, you could have the snmall est
district be 95 and the |argest be 105, a ten
person or a 10 percent overall range
di fference.

| f you take that sanme exanple, apply it
to our target senate nunber plus 5 percent
it's 87,000, ninety-five percent of that
figure is 79. So what that neans for our 35
State senate seats, we could have a senate
seat as small as 79,000 people and one as
| arge as 87,000 and still be wthin the | egal
vari ance.

Now, here's the problem If you | ook at
a heat map of Arkansas, these are the current
Arkansas senate districts (indicating). Al
of these green in the southern half of the
state and in the eastern part of the state,
those are underpopul ated relative to the
popul ation gromh in Central and Northwestern
Arkansas. So what that neans is those
districts have to grow geographically to pull
in the right nunber. For exanple, let ne
zoomin here, Senate District 24 down here,
it needs 83,000 people, but it's only got
68, 000 people; so it's short 15,000 people.
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And it's imedi ately apparent to all of us
that this growmh has to cone from sonmewhere.
Now, if you | ook at Western Arkansas,
Fort Smth, Van Buren, these districts right
in here (indicating) 3, 13, 6, 4, 2, these
are just slightly overpopulated. The ones in
white theoretically they stay the sane. But
the problemis all the districts to the south
are hungry for people and the districts in
Washi ngt on and Benton Counties have to shrink
because they're overpopul ated; so that's
going to have a ripple effect on us here in
the western part of the state. You see the
simlar -- oh, and by the way, if y'all have
any questions or comments, feel free to stop
nme. | don't want to just give you a speech,

I"'minterested in a conversation nore than

that -- simlar patterns for the house
di stricts.
kay. So now we know we've got to -- |et

me show you one other thing. This is just
very interesting. A good exanple of the |oss
of population is this: Apparently, in south
Ar kansas, you've got eight -- one, two,

three, four, five, six, seven, eight --
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senate districts. |If you take their current
actual population that's 573,000, if you

di vide by the target senate nunber, you get
6.88. So, in other words, everything under
that black line will now hold -- support
seven senate districts instead of eight; so
they're, quote, losing a district. And
that's what | nean when | say that.

Conversely, if you go to Washi ngton and
Benton Counties, those two counties
apparently have four senate districts, but
t hey have al nost exactly an 83,000 person
growmh. So instead of four districts, they're
going to add a state senate seat because the
popul ation will support that.

Ckay. Now that we've got -- we know t hat
we've got to nove the map around to get to
our population targets. The question
beconmes, how do we do that, and what are our
criteria for doing that? W just talked
about one person, one vote. There's the
difference in the congressional districts
versus the legislative districts, and that's
because they've got two different standards

in the U S. Constitution.
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Next, we've got to |look at the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, and that's federal
| egi sl ation that says you can't discrimnate
agai nst racial or language mnorities. At
the sane tine, you' ve got the equal
protection clause of the 14th Amendnent,
whi ch says you really can't draw a mnority
di strict exclusively based on race,
especially if you disregard all of our other
redistricting principles, which |I'mabout to
show you, but they give us a coupl e of
exceptions to that rule. It says if you're
trying to avoid a voting rights act
viol ation, Section 2 or Section 5 or you're
trying to renedy past discrimnation, then it
m ght be okay to be nore focused in on race.
And so those are a couple of things that we
have to be very aware of when we're draw ng
our map. And all of these bullet points are
what the courts call "traditional

redistricting principles.”

Next, the maps need to be geographically

contiguous. That sinply neans that you can't
have an island. So if you've got 95 percent

of one district here (indicating), and then
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unconnect ed geographically, you' ve got an
I sland part of a district over there
(indicating), you can't do that. It wouldn't
be geographically conpact. A circle or a
square probably woul d be the perfect exanple
of a conpact district. |In practice, all
districts have sone irregularity in shape.
But the point there is the nore bizarre the
shape of the district, the less the courts
like it, you know, you get into the
traditional sort of gerrymandering, spidery-
| ooking arns, and that sort of thing. The
courts don't |ike that.

These five down through here
(indicating), | want you to take notice of
t hese qualifying words here (indicating),
mnimze where possible, mnimze. The
courts use those kinds of qualifying
| anguage, which neans all of these aren't
absol ute, but they're sort of our best
practices. They're a goal to shoot for.
Neverthel ess, we need to try to mnim ze
splitting political subdivisions |like
counties, cities, voting precincts, et

cetera.
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Mai ntain the core of existing districts
where possible. Historically, you know, what
has been the heart of the district, try to
keep that in the sane district if you can.

Mai ntain continuity of representation.
That neans where you can, try to keep
I ncunbents from runni ng agai nst each ot her.
The rationale there is that if any given
district has el ected sonebody once, they
ought to get the chance to el ect them agai n.

Communities of interest. That's sort of
the catch phrase for all of redistricting;
what do communi ti es have in comon; what does
the River Valley have in compbn with the
Ozark, Quachita Muntains, if anything; what
do the public school systens |ook |ike; what
do the econom es | ook |ike; what's the
culture look like? | think the best
paraphrase of all is which Wal-Mart do the
people go to? And in Arkansas, you know,
that will tell you a |ot about your community
of interest, you know, which Wal-Mart you're
going to go to.

And m nim ze partisanship. The nost

recent Suprene Court case said it's possible
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to bring a | awsuit about one party
gerrymandi ng the other, but what they didn't
tell us is what you can and can't do in that
context; so we need to be very cautious
there. And | think that would be the w se
thing to do in terns of partisanship.

A coupl e of caveats, | just said this,
nothing is absolute. Even the first rule,
the target population theoretically could be
viol ated, in other words, you could be
outside of that 10 percent range. And
there's actually been sonme court cases where
jurisdictions did exceed that variance, and
it was held to be constitutional. So even
that, sort of the Holy Gail of
redistricting, can be violated theoretically,
and so can all of these others if you' ve got
a good enough reason to do it. | don't
anticipate that we have viol ated any of
these, but | just want to nake the point that
It's not absolute in that sense.

Anot her thing is these are court-nade

rules, all these bullet points. And over the

decades, since the '60s, the U S. Suprene

Court and the Arkansas Suprene Court, they
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devel oped all these rules to essentially keep
one party fromtaking unfair advantage over
the other. And so | think sone people have
the inpression that, you know, redistricting
iIs sort of the WId West and, you know, can
just conpletely redraw a map. | don't think
that's possible given the way the popul ation
Is and what the court rules are, at |east not
wi t hout having a defensible plan. ay. Any
guestions or comments about that?

We're getting close to the maps, which is
the reason why we're here. | said this is
our website, it's got a lot of good stuff on
it. It tells you about the Board, tells you
about the process right through here
(indicating). You can go back and reread all
of this. | just gave you the thunbnail
version of all this through here. You go to
the bottom and here's the bullet points
agai n; we've got a calendar; here we are on
the 7th. The foll ow ng proposed nmaps cone
out on the 19th on the website. W're going
to have one nore public neeting in Little
Rock on the 25th, which is going to be at the

-- | haven't put it on the website yet, but

Flynn Legal Services - www.flynnlegal.com
501.801.1801 - Little Rock | Fayetteville - 479.442.7111


http://www.flynnlegal.com

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS, FORT SMITH MEETING
, on 07/07/2011

Page 16

The Associ ation of Arkansas Counties buil di ng
right here by the Capitol. That's going to
be the 25th for final public coment, that's
a Monday.

On Friday the 29th, the Board is actually
goi ng neet to adopt a plan. So after these
-- certainly you can before, but especially
after these maps cone out on the 19th, if you
have an issue or a concern, then you' re going
to have anot her chance to comment on that
before they vote on a plan to becone final.

Resources, we've got a |l ot of websites
there. You can go back and reread the
transcripts of our other neetings and all the
ot her docunents we've accunul at ed.

Last, but not |east, we've got the maps.
You go over here and click on this maps tabs,
click on draft maps, we've got draft senate,
draft house, and m scel | aneous maps, which

are, you know, requested or drawn by a third

party.

Let ne read ny disclainers here. There's
been sone confusion about that. | just want
to nmake it clear that | -- all the nmaps

avail abl e on the website that have been
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posted, they're just possible versions,
they're for discussion purposes only, and
that's what we've got tonight. None of these
maps have been endorsed by the Board. The
maps stand i ndependently of each other; so
they're not really progressions. If you | ook
at nore recent map -- like we're going to

| ook at one here, independent, that | drew on
June 29th, it's not really -- | nmean, | took
sone things into consideration, but it's not
necessarily an evolution of an earlier map.

Final maps released on the 19th. And the
reason why we're here tonight is to receive
I nput prior to the release of the final maps.
And so | know at sonme of our other neetings,
peopl e have shown up saying, "Well, where are
t he proposed maps?" And they're not here
yet, and that caused sone confusion and sone
frustration, but I just want to nake that
clear that we're not quite there yet.

But having said that, let's start | ooking
at sone maps. | thought we would | ook at
sone senate maps first, and then we can | ook
at sone house maps. And what we want to know

is what do you |like and what you don't IiKke.
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And from ny perspective, an objection to
the map or sonebody saying they |ike the nmap,
those are equally good, in ny opinion,
because | have your information so that the
court reporter can take it down and the staff
of all three officers can go back and distill
all of that and take it into consideration
and make an infornmed decision when they
rel ease the final maps. So | want
information. You're not going to hurt ny
feelings if you say | hate that or, you know,
| love that or . . . | get nore of the | hate
that than the I | ove that.

Anyway, let's |look at -- start with the
senate maps right here (indicating). |'m
clicking on our software. This is how we
actually draw the maps. And on the boards
back here, | put up two of the versions, one
was drawn by ne, one by the secretary of
state's staff. Any map is open for
di scussion, but | picked those two fromthe
senate because | thought they were, you know,
a couple of the better ones, and | thought
for discussion purposes, they would serve our

pur poses better.
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(kay. Here is the statew de map of June
29th. [I'Il focus in here, and you can see
I medi ately that the district boundaries have
changed. Senate 20 is a good exanple of a
di strict being hungry for popul ati on, because
all of those counties down the western border
of the state, Southwestern Arkansas, are
hungry for popul ation so they're reaching up.
Fort Smth actually stayed al nost identical
toitself; soit didn't change a |ot.

Senator Laverty, Senate District 2, |
pulled it down in through here primarily
because the nountains, you know, this is the
River Valley (indicating), that's a nountain
(indicating). Senate D strict 6, shrunk,
Senator Holland, | think, right here
(indicating). So with that, 1'll open the
fl oor to questions, comments, concerns. And
again, we can |look at any map, it doesn't
have to be this one. But we want to hear
what you |ike and what you don't IiKke.

That's, | guess, the best way to put it
sinply.

BILL TAYLOR Wiy is Crawford County
63, 000 people and you're tying it to
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Franklin, Johnson, Newton, Madison Counties?
MR. WOODSON:  Well, in broad strokes,
because you've got to go sonewhere, and this
BILL TAYLOR Well, | understand that.
MR WOODSON: This is ny process. |I'm
just talking out Ioud. You |look at
Washi ngt on and Benton County, and, you know
t hey' ve got dense popul ation; so | drew two
districts here (indicating); you' ve got
Fayetteville, you've got Senator Pritchard.
We've stretched -- |'ve gone bl ank, no --
Hendren. W stretch himall the way down
here (indicating). And to answer your
questi on, because of the nore densely
popul ated areas in here are Fort Smth and
Van Buren, these counties were still short of
popul ation. And so on this particular map, |
went west to grab it because -- | actually
sort of worked ny way fromeast to west, and
it'"s really no nore magi cal than that.
LESLEE POST: Wat woul d have happened if
you woul d have just kept Crawford and
Franklin? What woul d your nunber have been?

And, | guess that's what Senator Witaker's
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current seat is.

MR. WOODSON: | don't know off the top of
nmy head. Let ne do this back here, though.

Bl LL TAYLOR | have a great concern
because of the area.

LESLEE POST: |If you do what you're
proposi ng, we would |lose. Qur county would
be cut up, Crawford County and Franklin
County (i naudible).

MR WOODSON: Let ne -- by way of
conparison, let nme draw (inaudible). This is
the May 5 senate nmap. Does one or the other
work better or neither of the them work?

LESLEE POST: 1'd just |like to know what
the reasoning is for cutting it up.

MR, WOODSON: | can't speak for the May 5
map. From ny map, nothing other than
popul ation in Fort Smth and the Senate 6
were --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But Van Buren is a
| arge area already. Wiy would you cut
Crawford? Crawford County is a |large --

(mul tiple speakers).
MR WOODSON:  Well, just sinply because

there's (inaudible) progression in the nmap.
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| can hit my nunbers and then keep the
districts fairly conpact; that's the
reasoning. And if you go back to the bullet
points, try to -- based on what | know about
the area, what | know about the districts,
which admttedly, sitting in an office in
Little Rock may not be enough or accurate, |
would try to keep what, from ny perspective,
are simlar communities together. That's the
reasoning behind it. But I'mglad to hear if
y'all are saying or if anyone is saying that
doesn't work, it should be drawn a different
way.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | have a concern
because they've already split our county up
on the congressional. And as a county clerk
and putting in the voters into system this
I's even making nore precinct splits. 1In the
long run, it's going to change all of our --
our JP districts. W're going to have nore
splits than | know what to do with. And --
and why not keep the county at | east sonewhat
toget her conpared to splitting it up like
t hat ?

MR WOODSON: Ckay. Well, maybe it
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shoul d be done that way. |[|'m not saying any
of these maps are the way they should be
done, but it's a possibility.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | nean, they've
already split the city of Alma apart. |
mean, now | ook what is being done. | nean,
go sonmewhere else. | nean, this -- this is
-- this is a nightmare. This is a nightmare
for the voter registration in Crawford
County.

MR, WOODSON:  And you're tal ki ng about
the June 29th map? |Is that --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al l these and the
congr essi onal .

MR, WOODSON: Wl |, one of the things |
did earlier in the process, on May 4th, |
drew a map that had Van Buren connected all
the way up, hal fway through Benton County.
And | heard from several people from Van
Buren, sone of themmay be in the room they
said, "Don't do that. W don't have anything
in conmmon with the people in, you know,
sout hern Benton County, you know, we're River
Val l ey, they're nountains," and all that

stuff. And so that's one of the things |
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took into consideration trying to keep Fort
Smith and Van Buren separate and apart from
t hose districts.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl l, | --
personally | don't agree with the one that's
spitting Alma, but no one asked ne so .

MR, WOODSON: Well, we're asking that; we
want to know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | nean, it's
al ready done. But if we can stop this from
happening, | think it needs to not happen.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

BILL TAYLOR Well, the other thing too
Is, Is you ve got -- Crawford County is
steadily a growng part of the state |ike
Washi ngt on County and Sebastian County. In
fact, we grew considerably (inaudible). And
why is it all at once we've got to tie our
self in (inaudible) the north part of the
state and Washi ngton and Bent on County
conpact their's down?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And we're going to
conti nue grow ng.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That | ast map you
showed, did it keep all of Crawford County in

Flynn Legal Services - www.flynnlegal.com
501.801.1801 - Little Rock | Fayetteville - 479.442.7111


http://www.flynnlegal.com

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS, FORT SMITH MEETING
, on 07/07/2011

Page 25

the same district?

MR WOODSON: This is the June 29th. The

southern half of Crawford County goes in
Senate 6 and the northern two-thirds would go

in Senate 2.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Joe, fan that back

pl ease. (lInaudible). Here's the issue that
|"ve got with this map and with one of the

ot her maps, which is the May 4th map and
that's the one you're referring to that split
the city Van Buren as you nentioned -- you
referred to earlier, |ook at the current
senate districts, | think it's 1, 2, 3, 4,

13, the current, those are all within
Hol l and's. And | understand you had the, you
know, ripple effect of noving -- of having a
nmove. And if you | ook at Northwest Arkansas
and you have their total and you divide by 5,
you can redistrict in Northwest Arkansas.

But what's happening on this map on the My
4th map is not just a ripple effect, because
you' ve taken and violated -- and | say

viol ated, but we've worked around five of the
seven bullets that drive the redistricting

process, not just the nunbers. But this map
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woul d make nore (inaudi ble) the way they
split, Nunmber 1, has to do with, you know,
geographi cal ly conpact areas where you were
going from Crawford County all the way up to
the -- the northern border of Arkansas, which
woul d change the district boundaries, would
change the representati on, would change, you
know, the common interests. So | think those
two maps, to ne, they go well beyond what

we' ve seen before because, again, we've gone
fromdistricts that really don't need to be,
to awld, you know, redraw. And | think --

| mean, again, | understand sone inpact,

m ni mal inpact, but both of these don't do
that. And when | | ooked at the house maps,
they seened to, you know, follow those |ines.
So those two nmaps, May 4th and June 29t h map,
to nme, just don't nmake sense.

MR, WOODSON: Good. Let ne ask you a
question. Part of what you're saying -- |
tried to drop the current district
boundaries. For sone reason, it's not
popping it up. But we want to keep all
Crawford together, right?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yeabh.
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MR. WOODSON: Tell ne about the -- and
see, this isn't bad when you're sitting in an
office in Little Rock (inaudible). | sort of
have in nmy mnd, the communities of interest
are different, and they're roughly divided
between the valley and nountain. Talk to ne
about that. |Is that incorrect? 1Is it good
the way this keeps Crawford together?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | think it's good
to keep Crawford together. | think we've got
to nove the lines that we (inaudible) maybe
to Franklin or somewhat nore south, not to
the northeast as this shows. Again, we're
going from Cedarville to Jasper.

MR. WOODSON: Yeah. And that's a
problem Let nme say just to coment on that,
Nunmber 1, excellent coments not only in
substance, but in form |If you can couch
your comments to ne or anybody el se, any of
the staff nenbers fromthe three
constitutional offices in the context of
those bullet points, then you're really
speaki ng our | anguage. Because, admttedly,
we can get sort of this narrow focus and

we' re obsessed with getting popul ation
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figures exactly right, and it's easy to | ose
sight of the things that you just said.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And | enpat hi ze

with you, and | appreciate what you' re doing

because you're trying to do sane thing at the

| ocal level. And you can take the software
and, say, draw lines and do it by popul ation,
and you're going to end up with all sorts of
mat hemati cal fornul as, but when you | ook at
it, you go, "WAit a mnute, does it really
make sense?"

MR. WOODSON: That's right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And what can
mnimze that inpact? And | think there are
a couple of other maps that do a better job
mnimzing the inpact. And again, | say,
wel |, why don't we just |eave sone of those
districts al one because they're within
t ol erance anyway.

MR. WOODSON: Ri ght, yeah. Yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: M. Wodson, do
you know off the top of your head what nmaps
-- which ones are you referring to?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | think the My

5th map. |'ve looked at all of them again
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today. | think the May 5th map is a little
bit cl oser.

MR, WOODSON: Here's the May 5th map.
Does that work there for you, the --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Better than the
May 4th and better than the June 29th, yes,
sir.

MR, WOODSON:  Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Because, agai n,
we're going into southern Washington if we
have to (i naudible).

JEAN MCcLELLAN- CHAMBERS: But, sir,
doesn't sout hern Washi ngton County have nore
i n connection with northern Crawford than,
say, Newton, Madison, Carol, and Boone
cultural ly?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.

MR, WOODSON: Say that again, ma'am

JEAN MCcLELLAN- CHAMBERS: What | woul d
say i s southern Washi ngton County has nore in
line wth northern Crawford -- northern,
mddle -- the mddle county of Crawford
county than does Madi son, Newton, Carol, and

Boone Counties culturally.
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MR. WOODSON:  Yeah, yeah.

JEAN MCcLELLAN- CHAMBERS: As a matter of
fact, in that north central part of Arkansas,
it wll take Harrison as kind of a hub. The
seven counties including Boone County -- the
seven counties surroundi ng Boone County being
Carol, Newton, Searcy, Baxter, Marion, et
cetera, the main commercial center for that
area is Harrison. It divided Harrison and
Mountain Honme culturally, and has been for 50
years. And then of those people, it's kind
of like there's a mddle Iine with Baxter and
Marion Counties and so on that the people in
Harrison, if they want nore on a retail
basis, they'll cone to Fayetteville and
Springdal e, et cetera. The ones in Muntain
Home a lot of times will even go to Little
Rock or Jonesboro.

MR, WOODSON:  And what was your nane?

JEAN MCcLELLAN- CHAMBERS: |' m Jean
McCl el | an- Chanber s.

MR WOODSON:  Ckay.

JEAN MCcLELLAN- CHAMBERS: Sorry.

MR, WOODSON: That's for the court

reporter. Excellent point. One way |'ve
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sort of discovered this is what (inaudible)
IS your community in. You know, | used the
Wal - Mart exanpl e, but anot her good exanpl e of
the way you put it, you know, where do people
go to shop? Do they go to Harrison, do they
go to Mountain Hone, do they go, you know, to
Fayetteville or Rogers or whatever? | think
y'all told us a | ot al ready about what we
need to know for this area of the state. As
you pointed out, sir, | don't think anybody's
going to get exactly what they want, but |
think the Board and all the staff really want
to do what makes sense and acconmodat e
conmmuni ties as nuch as they can and as nuch
as possi bl e.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | think the
exanpl e of the May 4th map (i naudi bl e) Van
Buren. If you're |looking at mnim zing
I npact, that goes, you know, way out. All of
a sudden it goes from Van Buren to Sil oam
Springs one direction, and you're all the way

down to where Hartford is in the other

di rection.
MR WOODSON:  |'Il pull that up. And you
can go look at all these on the . . . here's
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the May 4th. Yeah, it goes all the way up,
hal fway to Benton, down to Van Buren. |
heard you | oud and clear on that a few weeks
ago. |'ve tried to avoid doing that as mnuch,
but

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Agai n, that one
| ooks i ke it was drawn by, you know,
mat hematical fornmulas of what will fit.

MR, WOODSON: Good. Ckay. \What el se?

Is there any different concerns --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The June 29t h map.

MR. WOODSON:  Yes, sir.

PERRY M KLES: | would just |ike to nake
a statenent on behalf of Logan County Judge,
@us Young; long-tinme Paris Mayor, Bill
El sken; present Paris Mayor, Daniel Rogers;
Boonevi |l l e Mayor, Jerry WI kins; Magazi ne
Mayor, Stanley MConnell; Blue Muntain
Mayor, Dale Dickens; forner |long-tine
Danvill e Mayor, John Ed Chanbers; present
Danville Mayor, Steve Pfeiffer; forner
Represent ati ve, Nat han George; and forner
Representative, John Paul Wells.

W want to strongly urge you -- in fact

this map isn't bad at all. Logan and Yell
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County would like to be drawn together. It
has been 53 years since there has been a
state senator from Logan County. It has been
31 years since there has been one from Yell
County. In Logan County it is totally
dom nated in the senatorial deal by Sebastian
County; Yell County is totally dom nated by
the city of Russellville.

| know we -- when | say | know, it is
their opinion, we're in the sane judici al
district; we're small rural counties in
Arkansas; we have the sanme touri st
attraction, M. Magazi ne, Lake Dardanelle, so
forth; we have the sane type of econom es; we
both have | ost major enployers in the |ast
five years. You put us with Franklin County,
Johnson County, wherever, there's no
connection between putting us with two big
netropolitan areas that can totally dom nate
us. And | -- to be honest with you, |'ve
checked with -- | work for John Ed Chanbers,
and | did ny checking the |ast two days, and
| have not had one person, not one single
person say that they didn't agree with us,

and | talked to everyone | could get ahold
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of. And I'mnot saying this is the map we
want, but sonething |like that. W prefer to
be in with counties that we have sonething in
common with, and that isn't a bad-I ooking
deal to us.

MR, WOODSON:  And your nane?

PERRY M KLES: Perry M Kkl es.

MR, WOODSON:  All right. Thanks for the
comments. Like | say, you know, good and
bad, | want to hear it all. That sort of
illustrates the problemif you -- maybe we
get two or three districts down here that
wor k, we get four or five up here that work,
and then we find out, well, this doesn't work
for Crawford County. And so what we've got
to do is go back and reshuffle the deck again
and try to cone up with a way that it does
wor k here for Crawford County, but not, you
know -- not ness these up too nuch so that --
you know, it's trying to thread the needle in

all those. Yes, sir?

KEVIN. My nane is Kevin (inaudible). MW

question is: Wiy does Mdi son County stay
whole in every map |'ve seen -- the two maps?

MR. WOODSON: There's not very nany
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peopl e there.

KEVIN. Well, it's ironic every other
county is getting split, but Mudison stays
whol e i nstead of east to west of the northern
section, because Mudi son, Washi ngton, and
Bent on Counties and Carol Counties have nore
I n comon than Franklin, Johnson, and
Madi son.

MR. WOODSON: The short answer is that
when you start drawi ng maps, you soon
di scover that you can start out with a basic
prem se for a map and that influences the way
the map ends up looking. |If you start out in
a certain area of the state, you know -- if
you start out in Northwest Arkansas, it's
going to |l ook different than Sout heast
Arkansas by the tine you get there and work
your way around to it.

| say all that to say on this particul ar

map, | was trying to keep whol e counties
toget her as much as possible. |[|f you | ook at
all these Southern Arkansas districts, | was

draggi ng whol e counties, and so | was trying
to stay true to that thenme up here. And |

got Washi ngton and Benton nice and tight and
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| got three whole counties here and | did the

River Valley, but I"'mstill short of people
so | pushed it west; so that's why. It nmay
not -- the result nmay be very bad, but that's

t he reason why.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Your prem se in
Newt on County, Crawford County is nothing
ali ke (inaudible). Newton County, Carol
County, Madi son, and Washi ngton (i naudi bl e)
nmore |ike together.

( MULTI PLE SPEAKERS)

MR, WOODSON: |I'mnot arguing with you,
but tell nme why they're not alike because |
want to hear that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl |, because
t hey' ve got 412 going through all the way
t hrough over to Harrison and it goes up. And
SO0 you've got Huntsville and the 412 area
there that they all cone together.
Unfortunately, the tunnel that divides us
shoul d be uniting us, but it doesn't right
now, and Franklin, Johnson, and Crawford have
nore in comon than they do with Madi son,

Newt on, and Boone.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: Newton, if |
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may, Sir?

MR. WOODSON:  Yeah.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: Jean. New on
County traditionally goes into Boone and that
direction for all their support, comerci al
busi ness, and so on, and it's been that way
for as long as | can renenber.

MR, WOODSON:  And, of course,

(i naudible), and I'm not saying that
Crawford, Franklin, and Johnson do have nuch
of anything in comon wth these. The
primary problemhere is it's short. These
are |ikely possible counties, and so you've

got to reach out, you know, east, west, or

south. In this particular exanple, | went
south. | hear you loud and clear, that's a
very bad idea. But | just want to illustrate

the point that that's how | got that on this
one.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: Sir, take a
| ook at the Kings River which divides Carol
County and go south. That's kind of |ike a
geographic division line in Carol, and it
kind of carries on down into Madi son between

the cultural differences, and they flowthis
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-- and they flow either way fromthat.

MR WOODSON: Right. And that's
frequently the case in a lot of different
areas. GCkay. | hear you loud and clear.

BILL TAYLOR One nore comment, Joe. You
know, |egislature has dealt with this
situation and calling it the "Fayetteville
finger." And there's not nuch difference
with the Crawford County finger.

MR, WOODSON: Especially if you live
there and you don't like it. W can continue
tal ki ng about, you know, those districts or
any other districts we haven't tal ked about
or areas in Wstern Arkansas.

LESLEE POST: | think it's just -- Leslee
Post state representative for District 83.
serve Franklin and Crawford County, and |
live in Franklin County. | think it's just
as inportant to note that -- 1'd like to note
that |I think Franklin goes very well wth
probably Logan County and Johnson County in
the services that we provide and are alike
and cooperation, and currently we're with
Crawford County. And it's not that we are

not a |like county, but we're nore of a rural
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county as Logan and Johnson. However, the
comments that were nade earlier as far as
Logan County not being split and being able
to be the controlling county and Yell being
the controlling county, 1'd Iike to conment
tothat. | think it's very inportant to note
that that's not what this process is about is
to have one county controlling the other
counties. | think we're fair. W're trying
to be very conscious in nmaking sure that that
doesn't happen in this process and that we
want to avoid that. And | don't want to be
in an area -- | don't want to be a part of an
area where | know that ny county that | |ive
in has no possibility of ever having
representation. The area that I'min, it's
been 30 years since they've had a
representative -- that's had any
representation, and I want to avoid that from
happeni ng.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Sir, | didn't nean
to inply control anything. | was talking
about kept from being controlled, not
controlling.

LESLEE POST: But | see that this map
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that we had drawn right here where Franklin
County and the top of Johnson County of what
our Chair here is tal king about in the
Crawford County of what this |ooks |ike here,
this is bad map, not necessarily the pink
map, but the blue that we've got going
across, that's a perfect exanple of it.

MR WOODSON: So ideally, in your m nd,
try to keep Crawford, Franklin, and Johnson
together at a mninmum and then --

LESLEE POST: [It's not that we want to
keep themtogether at a mninmum | think that
it's -- we need to be very cautious of when
we're working with rural counties of
splitting themup, to try to keep themintact
as much as possi bl e.

MR, WOODSON:  Agr eed.

LESLEE POST: Try to keep them whol e when
you're working with rural counties.

MR. WOODSON:  Yeah.

BILL TAYLOR: Joe, |I'd lIike to nmake
anot her coment about that. W call Crawford
County a rural county -- I'mBill Taylor,
Crawford County Chair -- and we are in, we

associ ate, and we deal with Sebastian County,
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we deal with Washi ngton County. People are
nmovi ng from Washi ngton County to northern
Crawford County establishing hones to get
away from popul ation. People in Crawford
County are noving out of Sebastian County to
-- and we becane a bedroom community, is what
we' ve becone. And now t hen, you know, now
we're here and we' re hooked with sonebody
that's gone clear around to where we really
have no connection with them

MR. WOODSON:  No -- no connection with
what ?

BILL TAYLOR We have no connection with
Madi son, Carol, Newton, or any of those
counti es.

MR. WOODSON: Right. (inaudible) for all
practical purposes --

(Mul ti pl e speakers)

Bl LL TAYLOR. But we keep saying, well,
the rural comunities. Well, Crawford County
Is rural, but it's bedroom So, you know,
it's hard to say it's rural because it's a
bedr oom comuni ty because everybody i s noving
out of the other counties to get there and

get away fromthe | arger popul ati on areas and
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it created a popul ati on area.

MR. WOODSON:. Again, | want to hear
tonight if you' re ready to say it, if you're
not ready tonight, nyself and all the other
officers are receptive to ideas.

One of the things | think about is, you
know, where are the acres -- you can't escape
the fact -- | guess I'mtrying to ask you to
help me solve the problemin a way that's
satisfactory to all of y'all.

You know, we've got the borders of the
state, we've got population centers here in
Fort Smth, Central Arkansas, and those -- in
my m nd, those are just acres, and those
aren't going to nove. They can't nove
because the people are there; so they're
relatively static in the sense that you don't
have a lot to play with. So nmy question is:
|s there a way? O course, | drew this one
to try to keep whol e counties together and
went up the highway here. |s there a way to
t ake, you know, this swath of counties
t hrough here and reshuffle it in a way
different than what | have it here, but that

woul d be nore satisfactory to all of you?
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That's the mllion dollar question, and we
want to hear that if you' ve got any ideas
about that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | think you need
to take Washi ngton and Benton County and go
strai ght across to the east wth the other
counties there and start splitting those
groups up and | ook at themthat way.

MR WOODSON: One of the reasons why we
probably can't do that would be the
popul ation is so dense there that -- you
know, | ook at 8, 9, 35, and 7, you can't go
out that far because you get in popul ation
figure alnost imediately. R ght here at the
county line (indicating), we don't need any
nore peopl e.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  If | may, |I'm
originally fromHarrison, that's why | can
speak so strongly about the attitude. You're
| ooking at putting Harrison down with Searcy
and Van Buren. There's -- if you -- think
about this, ook at concentric aeronauti cal
circles fromthe comercial centers of the
county. Harrison is one of the major

commercial centers for North Central
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Arkansas, just |ike Mouwuntain Honme is, just
i ke Van Buren -- Van Buren, Craw -- Seba --
| nmean, Fort Smth. |f you start doing the
circles fromaround the major comerci al
centers, you will get a better cultural fit,
and then -- and then kind of -- you know, and
actually you're going to have to -- |
under stand you're going to have to go with
the nore condensed districts to kind of --
you | ook at them and get themlined out, and
then you start conpacting it. But |I know
with what | see wth Boone County put in with
Central Arkansas, culturally it doesn't go.
Because once you cross -- once you get past
south of Marshall and Cinton, the attitudes
change.
MR. WOODSON: Yeah. You're into
nort hern Conway basically.
JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: Right, right.
MR. WOODSON: Greenbrier and all that.
JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS:. Exactly. It's
a totally different cultural attitude in that
sense. |If there's sonme way you coul d put
Boone, Carol, New on, Searcy, you know, nmaybe

split Madison -- Madison is one of those that
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can split three diff -- three or four

di fferent ways because people in Madison
County even go into Fayetteville, Springdale,
they'll conme -- they'll go to Berryville or
Eureka Springs, but primarily they go west

i nto Washi ngton and Benton County. And

Newt on County primarily goes toward Benton
County -- | nean, Boone County rat her.

MR, WOODSON: Right. It goes north.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: And you'll find
Johnson -- Johnson and Franklin have a
tendency to either go to Russelville or cone
to Van Buren and Fort Smth.

MR, WOODSON: Ckay. Good. Ckay.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: So that's, you
know, food for thought.

MR. WOCDSON:  Yeah. That's what | want
to hear.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |t would seemto
me as a policy matter if you' re going to have
to split counties, and you probably do in
your final maps, it would be a better policy
to split the I ess populated counties than it
woul d be to split the nore popul at ed

counti es.

Flynn Legal Services - www.flynnlegal.com
501.801.1801 - Little Rock | Fayetteville - 479.442.7111


http://www.flynnlegal.com

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS, FORT SMITH MEETING
, on 07/07/2011

Page 46

MR, WOODSON: kay. And especially if
you do it --

RAY GOSACK: | think you' re separating
fewer people when you split a | ess popul ated
county than if you split a nore popul ated --

LESLEE PCST: | think that should be --

MR. WOODSON: That's a good point.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: Li ke | was
mentioning in Carol County, it pretty nuch
splits down the King River and has for years.

MR. WOODSON: What was your nane, sSir?

RAY GOSACK: M nane is Ray Gosack, and
|"'mthe city admnistrator for Fort Smth.

MR. WOODSON: Excel | ent point.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can you go back to
the map prior to the one where -- the
Crawf ord and Washington part of i1t?

MR. WOCDSON:  This one?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah. From
Crawford County's perspective, | prefer that
one over what |'ve seen.

MR WOODSON: |['msorry? | couldn't hear
you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | said from ny

opi nion on Crawford County's perspective, |
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i ke that map.

MR. WOODSON: |t nmakes nore sense?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |t nakes nore
sense, Yyes.

MR, WOODSON: Okay. Well, that would
make nore sense too because it was drawn from
sonebody fromthis area.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ch, all right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do nost all of the
versions of the senate maps keep Fort Smith
in a single senate district?

MR. WOODSON: Yeah. Because it's
popul ation hasn't changed hardly at all.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | nean, it's right
at the threshold.

MR, WOODSON: Al nost perfect, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Dare we ask to see
t he house maps?

MR, WOODSON: If y'all got the stonmach
for it, | do too. Let ne close this. Any
ot her coments on senate maps? |It's not now
or never, but since we've got themup. Let's
just take a couple mnute break. Qur court
reporter left. 1'll give you five m nutes.

(WHEREUPON, after a break was taken, the
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proceedi ngs resuned as follows, to wt:)

MR, WOODSON: If you don't mnd, take
your seats, we'll bring up the house maps
now. This is the May 10th house map. This
iIs 81, 79 -- this |ight blue and darker bl ue
color here 81,79. Eighty stretches over here
towards G eenwood. Wat do you think?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You don't really
want to know.

MR, WOODSON: | didn't draw this one.
What doesn't work on this one?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (| naudi bl e.)

MR, WOODSON: Okay. That's Crawford.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Let's go back to
Van Buren. You already had a district that
was oversized; so you' ve got -- you didn't
really cut anything out of it and then added
a whol e bunch nore.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You dropped Ki bl er
out of this area (inaudible).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What did you drop
out of Kibler?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ni ne hundred and

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yeah, 937
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(mul tiple speakers).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah. Then you
went back and you added (i naudi bl e).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: This right here
what you're tal ki ng about ?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Thi s what ?

(Mul ti pl e speakers)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e.)

RHETT HATCHER: The county judge -- John
Hal |l sent a letter saying he wanted two seats
in Cawford County. That's what that is, two
whol e seats in Crawford County.

MR. WOODSON: And that raises anot her
poi nt. House or senate, |'mtalking about
splitting counties and that sort of thing,
that's a two-way street if we were tal king
about splitting one of the nore rural
counties. They get a split, but the flip
side is they mght get two or three senators
or house reps. So that's just food for
thought. I'mnot trying to persuade you one
way or another. So | hear sonebody sayi ng
they kind of |like the sanme senate
(inaudible). | hear you saying it doesn't

work. Tell ne again why it doesn't work.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl |, Van Buren
al ready was over popul ated and then you took
the city of Kibler out and then you added a
vol une of property up towards Rudy and
Cedarville. And what else did you add there?
It's sort of hard when you first see that.
First of all, | hadn't been paying a whole
| ot of attention (inaudible).

MR WOODSON: | didn't say that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Well, that cane
out of the Little Rock office, in fact. So
we just quit looking at it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Cedarville is not
(1 naudi bl e)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No, Cedarville
wasn't in that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don't actually
see a problemwth this map. It's just
strange Van Buren was oversized to start with
and then you-all (inaudible). WlIl, one --
you cut one city out and expanded it over
several thousand acres.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | personally have
no issue with this from-- fromny

perspecti ve.

Flynn Legal Services - www.flynnlegal.com
501.801.1801 - Little Rock | Fayetteville - 479.442.7111


http://www.flynnlegal.com

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS, FORT SMITH MEETING
, on 07/07/2011

Page 51

MR. WOODSON: No core changes. Is that
fair?

ANDREW POST:  |'m Andrew Post. And with
this map, | see what used to be District 83,

it's now divided up into three -- three
districts. It changes it dramatically.

MR, WOODSON: | mi sspoke. | was talking
about just Van Buren, but yeah, | wasn't

trying to say the whole map. Y all excuse ne
for a second, this software is very
particular when it's hooked up to the
Internet and it doesn't always . . . Rhett,
you got any idea why this -- I'mtrying to
put the existing boundaries on top of this
and it won't cone up.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl l, it's one
exanpl e (i naudi bl e)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: We're with the
governnment, and we're here to help.

MR, WOODSON: That's the last tinme |I'm
ever going to call on you. Wat else?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght down south
of Scott County. Is this the May 5th map?

MR, WOODSON: May 10t h house map. O

course, that's a huge district for popul ation
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pur poses.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Joe, what are the
districts -- the state rep districts? They
may have different nunbers now t han what we
currently have.

MR, WOODSON: Yeah. This is a different
nunberi ng schenme on this particular map.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: \What are the
equi valent to Fort Smith representation
di stricts which represent (inaudible). [I'm
in 65 --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Si xty -- |'m 64.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She's 64 and the
other one is 62, so --

MR WOODSON: Sixty-two would correl ate,
| guess, with part of 81 and part of 80.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So what are you
doing? Are you splitting Fort Smth in three

different directions?

MR WOODSON: Well, | didn't draw the My
10th --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | nean, whatever
map. | mean, this map doesn't keep in
essence --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The Fort Smth
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nunbers are not the sane (nultiple speakers).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Flip back to the
map, you'll have to zoomin down in Fort
Smi t h.

MR WOODSON:  Oh, here, and | just
t hought of sonething that m ght could help
us.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's a little hard
to tell fromthese nmaps.

MR WOODSON: There we go. The red |lines
are the current district boundaries, and the
colors, you can see how they change. Now,
this is May 19th; 63 stayed pretty nuch the
sane; 64 stayed the same pretty nmuch; 65 went
up to the northwest here; here's the 66
current boundary. It went just a little bit
to the east. Now, 84, the current boundary
Is here, but it changed, went south, went
west. Here is 62, G eenwood goes south of
Fort Smth.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: From what |'m
seeing, Joe, it looks like the map woul d be
(i naudi bl e) was nore respective of the

current districts as they are than what the
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SCS di d.

MR. WOODSON:  Well, that could be
possible on this map, but | wouldn't read
anything into that because the sane is true
and vice versa in all these nmaps you're
| ooking at, and, you know, |'ve certainly
drawn maps that weren't true to existing
districts.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Up in 83.

MR WOODSON: Here's the current 83 al ong
the red boundary. It drops Cedarville
basically, this portion.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Cedarvill e went
into --

MR, WOODSON:  Si xty-seven.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: \What's the ot her
rural spot that you have noved to -- there,
south of there, right there?

MR, WOODSON: | don't know specifically.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Ckay.

MR, WOODSON: Does this work for 84,
coming in this far west of Barling?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |Is that district
677?

MR WOODSON: |'msorry?
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That is the old

677?

MR, WOODSON: | think so. This is just a
PDF snapshot. Let ne see if | can throw the
road on there; 255 maybe. |Is that the sane
t hi ng?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  No, 22.

MR, WOODSON: Sorry. | get click happy

on this. Yeah, it's 22. So back to the
current districts in red.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Does that map have
a district that straddles the Arkansas River
between Fort Smth and Van Buren?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes, yes.

MR, WOODSON: This would be the river
ri ght here, 1 think.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Zoom on your 65.

MR, WOODSON:  Zoom on 657?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There on the far
west .

MR, WOODSON: On, yeah. Here let ne | ook
at it -- let's look at it here because | can
turn the water in theory, the water |ayer.
There you go, there's the river.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And right there in
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that section, there's not a crossing for the
river.

MR, WOODSON: Onh, okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The cl osest
(i naudi bl e) are going to be at QOzark.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: When you zoom t hat
map - -

MR. WOODSON: The one with the
boundari es?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.

MR WOODSON: | can, but it's not -- it
doesn't
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Well, it shows

that that district 65 is on the east side
road and the west half of Van Buren --

MR. WOODSON:  Yeah, yeah, it does. And
here's -- this is the current 65 western
boundary, but yeah, it goes beyond that.
Anybody el se?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: \What is the reason
(multiple speakers) belong to 677

MR. WOODSON: | don't recall
specifically, but inmagine | was just trying
to get a popul ation nunber. 1t's nothing

beyond t hat.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl |, we have
Mount ai nburg and - -

MR, WOODSON: Just ny perception and
probably thought it |looked simlar to
Mount ai nburg or the R ver Valley.

(Multipl e speakers)

MR. WOODSON: Yeah. | would have thought
just the opposite, you know, driving old 71
up to school in Fayetteville, but not so. |Is
t hat what you're saying?

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: No. Wnslow is
nore -- Wnsloww Il fit in nore with
(i naudi bl e) and G eenwood and Fayetteville,
and Mountai nburg will be --

MR. WOODSON: Go sout h?

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: Mbunt ai nburg
w ||l conme south.

MR, WOODSON: Okay. Good. | didn't
realize that.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: You t hought
t hey were (inaudible) point.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |t's show ng t hat
you have two districts -- or two incunbents
together on this map. Are you seeing that a

| ot, where they're being drawn together wth
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(1 naudi bl e).

MR. WOODSON: Certainly it is not unusual
to see it. But nost of the tine when I'm
drawing a map, |'m having such a hard tine
getting, you know, just basic popul ation
nunbers that it's not an uni nportant concern,
but it's secondary to getting the popul ation.
Most of the maps | draw are fine tuned in
that regard, they're rough drafts to try get
sonething that's close and then the idea, in
my m nd, would be go back and try to find
sonet hi ng on the incunbent issue.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Does it do that on
the senate maps al so?

MR WOODSON: My map that |' m draw ng,
yes. | can't speak for anybody el se, but for
me, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Coul d you zoomin
on the Fort Smth area?

MR. WOODSON: W can | ook at sone. \Wich

one do you like better, this one or the PDF

for the zoon? It's the sane map, |' mjust
saying for your view. |Is that what you want
to see?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes, thank you.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Does 65 cross the
river?

MR, WOODSON: Sixty-five crosses the
river and goes north in that. [It's current
boundary is right though here, which probably
is the river, actually.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's going to
split the county four ways.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |t's going to
split four districts in Crawford County now.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Either way you cut
it, it's going to split four districts.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |t woul d al nost
seem | i ke what woul d nmake nore sense in terns
of commonality would be to pull 65 south of
the river and then start noving the other
districts in Fort Smth southeastward, and
then take the district that's east of Fort
Smith and nove it to the eastern part of
Crawford County to pick up popul ation, and
then take that one district that covers Van
Buren and take it all the way over to the
&l ahorma St ate Li ne.

MR, WOODSON: Wap it around the top --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.
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MR, WOODSON:. -- or all the way to the
west ?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes. Kind of do a
count ercl ockwi se | oop of those districts.

MR. WOODSON: So stretch 66 to the west?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. WOODSON:  Push out down to the
sout heast with 64 and 63?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Taki ng part of
what's 63 and nove it to the northern part of
Fort Smith putting it together?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And take 84 and
nove it a little further east, and then you'd
probably have to pick up area 67, nmaybe.

MR, WOODSON: And so push 84 to the east?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yeah.

MR, WOODSON:  Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And then it m ght
make sense for 84 to pick up sone of what
you're showing to the north of it.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: Because you're
| ooking at -- | know what you're |ooking at,

Ray, you're |ooking at Barling and Lavaca
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being nore in with Fort Smth --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: -- than you are
with --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Franklin and
Logan.

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: Yeah.

MR, WOODSON: Okay. Good. And that
makes sense that they would be in that order.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And then that
woul d keep Crawford County, particularly Van
Buren and Dora areas staying the sane in the

sanme district rather than being separat ed.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |t | ooks |ike what
-- that area he's tal king about goes around
Boonevill e, doesn't it?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | can't tell how
far (multiple speakers).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | agree wi th what
Ray is saying on the Van Buren side too,
because that splits Van Buren at Lee Creek so
you have a mmajor -- couple of (inaudible)
subdi vi sion, Park R dge, and that's where the

popul ations driving it, to wap that around
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You'll Kkeep the
common interests together if you took that

map and just did kind of a counterclockw se

novenent - -
MR WOODSON:  Ckay.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- of the

popul ati on.

MR, WOODSON: Just turn it back that way?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yeabh.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  About 15, 20
degrees or so.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl |, | haven't
measured it.

MR. WOODSON:. See, this a clock right
here or the conpass, whatever you want to
say. Wen you're drawi ng these just for
denonstrati on purposes, you know, when we're
drawi ng these districts, we're constantly
| ooki ng at the spreadsheet.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But agai n, though,
the fact of the situationis we're trying to
elimnate so nuch novenent with splits.
Basically, Crawford County the way that it's
being spilt right now, every voter in

Crawford County will have sonewhere el se or
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sonebody who's (i naudible).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | just think Dora,

the pink Dora precinct, Dora area needs to
stay intact with Van Buren city, it's all the
sane area.

MR, WOODSON:  Yeah, yeah. And those
concerns -- you know, | can't guarantee you
anyt hi ng, but those concerns are not falling
on deaf ears. Because one of the things that
we're aware of is the county clerks have a
huge j ob when we get through, putting people
in the right districts, you know, bal ance
the, you know -- on and on and on. And we
wat ch and nmake it as best we can where, you
know, just your average voter can say, well,
| know which district I'"'min because |I'm
north of the river or whatever. That's after
the rough draft phase, what | call "the rough
draft phase,” | nean. But once we get close
to sonething that we think will work from a
common sense | egal perspective, then we're
going to try to go back in and fine tune on
those sorts of issues so that your job can be
easi er .,

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: W have been
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t hrough that once before when Fort Smth, Van
Buren split 20 sonething years ago, and that
was the days (i naudi ble) Ed D xon and those
fol ks. And, you know, it sort of gets hairy
as to when you cross the river, where you
don't cross the river, where you cross the
river at, which one votes where, you know,
and it's really confusing for people in the
western part of Van Buren or Crawford County
to know where they go vote, who do you
support, who you don't support. Wat do you
do, you know? | nean, it's -- it's really
conf usi ng.

MR WOODSON: One of the things we tal ked
about are the three Rs, the river, the
railroad, or a road. But if you can put
di strict boundaries on them physical
| andmarks, then it's nuch easier for people
to say, well, you know, |I'm south of the
creek, I'"'mnorth of the road or whatever."

JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: O a nount ai n.

MR. WOODSON:  Yeah, a nountain, a
rail road, whatever.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And that's solid

mar ks that stays there forever.
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MR. WOODSON: Ri ght, exactly.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You can't change
those; we can't change those.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do nost of the
ot her versions of the house maps treat this

area in a simlar fashion?

MR, WOODSON:  Well, | wouldn't say that.
| just disconnected ny Internet. If you'll
bear with ne a second, I'll pull those back
up. But as | recall, | think these were the

two primary maps for the western part of the

state.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | woul d think even

our popul ation densities in this area, it's
going to be much easier drawi ng | ogical house
di strict nunbers.

MR. WOODSON: And that's true all over
the state, sort of counterintuitive because
there's nore seats, but because you' ve got
smal | er popul ation targets, it's easier to
keep |i ke communities together.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Well, | think the
comrent about the Dora area, you definitely
ought to keep like communities together.

MR WOODSON:  Well, | was going to goto
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the website and | ook at the other house maps
that are posted, but it doesn't seemto want
tolet me do that. Here is just one other
earlier version. This is just a PDF, it's
got all these labels in the way. That's
drastically different, | think. | can't even
see underneath them though.

| f you think we just don't have a cl ue,
t hough, and you don't |ike anything you see,
there's a website called "Dave's

Redistricting," that a | ot of people have
used; just Google Dave's Redistricting, and
it will allow you to draw maps, house or
senate, down to the precinct |level. Yes,
Representative?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Joe, | think one
of the things that -- I'mon state agencies
In the house, and that was the big fight we
had over congressional maps (inaudible). And
so when it cones to drawing | egislative
districts, | know the house districts | ook
quite different in sonme respect. But | think
what |'minterested inis what is going to

maxi m ze the i nfluence of Western Arkansas.

And we often get lunped in with different
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parts of the state. The River Valley is
different in character. And so |I'm

I nterested regardl ess of what the size is
going to be. You told us about 25,000, I
believe. |I'minterested in draw ng those
state districts so that they maxim ze our

i nfluence in state | egislature because we are
the second | argest -- if you count Van
Buren/Fort Smith area, we're the second

| argest regional netro area in the state, and
we have worked hard in both Crawford County
and Sebastian County to cone together around
sone regional issues which affect our sister
cities |ike Charl eston, Booneville, and

G eenwood, other areas here in Wstern
Arkansas, in Alma, | nmean, all of these
cities that surround this area.

So what ever you do, | would just give you
sort of that overlay that maxim zing that and
reinforcing the regional efforts an area has
made is very inportant to ne.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's inportant to
a |l ot of people.

MR, WOODSON: Sure. Certainly, | think
that's a great goal. And | don't really say
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this to argue with you, but | don't see --
there's only so nuch that can be done sinply
because the nunbers are what they are. And
remenber ny Sout h Arkansas map where --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | understand that,
but I"'mjust -- I'"mgiving you that overl ay.
| nmean, just keep that in mnd when you're
t hi nki ng about -- | nean, being the second
| argest -- Van Buren and Fort Smth being the
second | argest netro area in the state, and
it's very inportant that this part of the
state have a significant anount of infl uence.
And | think that needs to be paid attention
to.

MR, WOODSON: Yes, sir?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |1've seen the July
19th map dates. Are we pretty cl ose and
pretty certain we're going to hit those
dat es?

MR. WOODSON: | have every indication
that the maps wll cone out on the 19th.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And do you
antici pate them being voted on and approved?
Are the other deadlines still --

MR WOODSON:  Yeah. | will be surprised
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I f those dates change based on what | hear
peopl e tal ki ng about.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: When those maps
cone out, they wll hit the website?

MR. WOODSON:  Yes. And a footnote to
that is the IT folks -- a lot of y'all know
Shel by Johnson, they're hel ping us cone up
with a tool so that when the final proposed
maps come out -- our goal is to have it so
that on the website, you can lay that on top
of like a Google map, and you can drill down
to the street or the block |evel to see
exactly where that line is, you know, down to
the small est detail, be able to see what is
and isn't in a particular district.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Be able to do an
overl ay?

MR. WOODSON: Yes. It's our intention to
have that available for those final nmaps that
come out on the 19th.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On that map, could
you go a little further south --

MR WOODSON:  Sur e.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- to show where 80
and 81 match up? So that appears to get
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Greenwood in District 80. Am I reading that
right?

MR. WOODSON:  Yeah. And it -- the | abel,
| don't think -- | think this -- the label is
not real accurate, but | think G eenwood is
right here; so yeah, it put G eenwood in 80.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | think they woul d
have much nore in common than with the rest

of Sebastian County than they would with the

counties in District 80. | can't speak for
G eenwood.
JEAN McCLELLAN- CHAMBERS: | woul d say so.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: They're nmuch nore
connected with Sebastian County and Fort
Smith than they are with Logan County.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You know, | woul d
think so too.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Joe, one thing on
this map. (Multiple speakers) sane on
G eenwood, which is (inaudible) ny current
district, but it does have a courthouse,
Sebastian County Courthouse, as well as Fort
Smith. One thing this map does have in ny
home county, Scott, it looks like it keeps it

whole. If | renenber, there nmay have been a
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little bit of southern piece taken off. But
the other map, the last map you had, divided
the counties. And | just was rem nded, we
have one town where. W do share a
magi stracy, but we have (inaudible) one town,
one shopping center, one school system for
the whol e county; so keeping the county whol e
iIs -- where it can be sone place, but you do
have nultiple towns (inaudible). W don't
have in Scott.

MR, WOODSON:  You have multiple what?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: W do not have
mul tiple towns in Scott County (inaudible).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: WAl dron is mainly

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: WAl dron is it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah. | think
that nmap seens to generally nmake sense with
t he exception of G eenwood.

MR. WOODSON: Ri ght.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yeabh.

MR WOODSON: |If you couldn't, let ne ask

you this. See the difference in colors right
here, the two bl ues?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Unh- huh.
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MR, WOODSON:. If you put G eenwood in 81
or 79, which would be better? And if you
couldn't, push it into Fort Smth proper,
whi ch you probably can't given the popul ation
density.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You m ght be coin
t ossi ng because it's right on the edge of the
t wo.

(Multiple speakers.)

MR, WOODSON: Say agai n.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It m ght be a coin
toss since it's right on the edge of those
two districts, 81 and 79. |If |I'mreading --
| ooking at the colors right --

MR. WOODSON:  Yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- it | ooks Ilike
81 and 79 nerge al nost at G eenwood.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.

MR, WOODSON: My first inclination would
be 81 given H ghway 71

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And t hat woul d
pr obabl y nake nore sense.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The G eenwood
finger (inaudible).

MR. WOODSON: The Greenwood fi nger.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al so on t hat
property, north of G eenwood is Fort Chaffee
(1 naudi bl e).

MR WOODSON:  Ch, okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And that's a good

poi nt .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It appears there's

to be about 17, 18 sections, all of the
sections between G eenwood and H ghway 22
that is Federal Reserve land that is, correct
me if I'mwong, zero popul ation.

(Mul tiple speakers.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So probably 81 --
we did ask to go to 81, with 79 you're going
to travel through all 55,000 acres.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ei ghty-one
probably woul d nake nore sense for G eenwood.
So | think that would be an inportant change
to that map, would be to put G eenwood -- as
much of that section in Sebastian County is
going to be noved into 81. It's alnost |ike
that finger, if that could be put into 81,
and then sone of the |l and area, maybe one,
nmoved i nto 80.

MR. WOODSON:  Yeabh.
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(Mul ti ple Speakers.)

MR, WOODSON:. Just by way of contrast,
here's the -- | heard you say this does not
work, which is Scott County. | think |I heard
you say that, because it's cut off here.
Yeah, yeah. | see what you're saying. Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: I n all of your
maps, you do use present precinct boundaries,
don't you?

MR. WOODSON: Yeah. And al nost all of
the tinme those precinct boundaries you can --
on the software -- did | finish about Dave's
Redi stricting? By the way, on that Dave's
Redi stricting, if you see sonmething we're
m ssi ng, you can go draw your own map and e-
mail it to me and say, "Look, this is the way
It should | ook,"” house or senate.

But yes, on the software, 99 percent of
the time we're drawing, nyself and | think
the others too, based on precinct boundari es.
And you can go down to the block level, the
census block level, but it's very slow and
that's really nore of a fine tuning tool.

The vast majority of these maps are on

preci nct boundari es.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Joe, can you spell
the nanme of that website you're talking
about ?

MR WOODSON: D a-v-e apostrophe "s"
redistricting, Dave's.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di d you Googl e
t hat ?

MR, WOODSON:  Yeah. Just Google it, and
you can start drawi ng you own naps; |et us
know where we nessed it. |If you e-mail it to
me, |'ll put themup on the website. There's
a dozen maps up under m scell aneous tab right
now. Anything el se?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Personal ly, |
t hi nk make those changes that we just talked
about, and | think you' re probably in pretty
good shape. Leslee, would you -- are you
satisfied wwth those changes?

LESLEE POST: (I naudi bl e).

MR WOODSON:  Well, just for the record,
|"mnot going to say they're going to get

made one way or the other, but here you'll

have -- we've got the record with the court
reporter and the information will be passed
on.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  So wi ||l they be

open for public comment on the night of July

29t h?

MR WOODSON:  Yeah. Yes. Open for

public comment all through that period
time via e-mail and letter or whatever
anot her public nmeeting on July 25th --

the 25th at Little Rock if you want to

of
and
Monday

come

in person. Well, if there's nothing el se,

t hank you-all for comng, it's been very

productive, and | appreciate your tine.

(WHEREUPON, the proceedi ngs were

concluded in the matter at 7:38 p.m)

* * * * * * *x * * *
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STATE OF ARKANSAS )
)ss
COUNTY OF PULASKI )

|, Terri J. Wlfe, Certified Court Reporter #698,
do hereby certify that the facts stated by ne in the
caption on the foregoing proceedings are true; and
that the foregoing proceedings were reported verbatim
t hrough the use of the voice-witing nmethod and
thereafter transcribed by nme or under ny direct
supervision to the best of ny ability, taken at the
time and place set out on the caption hereto.

| FURTHER CERTIFY, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney or enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially interested or otherwise, in
the outcome of this action, and that | have no
contract with the parties, attorneys, or persons with
an interest in the action that affects or has a
substantial tendency to affect inpartiality, that
requires nme to relinquish control of an original
deposition transcript or copies of the transcript
before it is certified and delivered to the custodi al
attorney, or that requires ne to provide any service

not nade available to all parties to the action.
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| FURTHER CERTI FY, that in accordance with Rule
30(3) of the Rules of Civil Procedure, review of

the transcript was not requested.

W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL this 15th day of July, 2010.

TERRI J. WOLFE

Arkansas State Suprene Court
Certified Court Reporter #698
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