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PROCEEDI NGS

MR IGNICO Qur speaker today is Joe
Whodson, Jr. He is the state redistricting
coordinator, and that is the topic of the
programtoday. He's an attorney that's been
In practice for about 15 years, originally
fromLittle Rock, but he has not always
practiced in Little Rock. He spent about
four years in Houston and then cane back to
Little Rock. He graduated fromthe | aw
school in Fayetteville in '93. He has a
w fe, Laura, and three children. | would
i ke you-all to help wel cone him

MR, WOODSON: Thank you, Eric, and |
thank all of you for inviting ne. It's a
pl easure to be here. | was in Fayetteville
| ast night. W held the fourth of our public
nmeetings. The Board of Apportionnent is
hol di ng public neetings around the state.
Three weeks ago we held one at Jonesboro and
we've got three or four nore. And the
pur pose of those public neetings is to gather
public comment and input fromthe citizens
about the nmaps that we are going to be

drawi ng and are drawi ng, and then sone
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foll ow up proposed maps will conme out here in
a few weeks.

| wanted to visit with you about the
process. |If you weren't able to cone to
Jonesboro and -- can y'all catch sone of that
screen? By the way, should you m ss
sonething today or you just really |ike what
| have to say, you can cone back tonorrow,
because Christy Harris has invited ne to
speak to the Republican Party group here,
sane tine, sanme place tonorrow, so | | ook
forward to doing that too. Let ne do two or
three things, and then I'lIl open the floor to
guesti ons.

The first thing I want tal k about is the
| egal process and sone of the legal criteria,
and let nme start with this extrene exanple.
Let's say, instead of 35 state senators in
Arkansas, we have two -- and the nost recent
census said that in Arkansas there are
2,915, 000 people, but instead of 35 state
senate seats, we've got two and the people in
this roomget to elect one of those state
senators and the other 2.9 mllion people get

to el ect the second state senator. Well,
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i medi ately, it's apparent that the people in
this room woul d have a di sproportionate
I nfl uence on the process.

So begi nning the 1960s, the U.S. Suprene
Court laid down the principle of one person,
one vote. And essentially that neans what
nost of you already know, is that we need to
have | egi sl ative and congressional districts
-- all districts, really, that are sane size
and popul ati on; one person, one vote. Ckay.
So that's the cornerstone of all
redi stricting.

And after the census cones out and we
| ook at the districts, it becones apparent
that all the districts are out of whack, if
you will. The popul ati on di screpancies are
too great, and so they need to be equali zed,
if you will. So that's what the Board of
Apportionnment does once every ten years. And
of course, the Board is the governor, the
attorney general, and the secretary of state,
and that's who I work for.

Let me tal k about these criteria. |
guess | should hook up ny projector. | can

see it, but you can't. By the way, before |
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go through that list, if you |look at all of
this green area, this is the state senate
districts. Al of the green, all of the
southern half of the state, a lot of the
eastern part of the state -- | think these
are sort of greenish-yellow -- all of those
green-colored districts are underpopul at ed.
They have | ost population relative to other
areas of the state |like Central Arkansas and
Nort hwest Arkansas. That neans they have to
grow geographically to gather in nore people
so that they can get to the target size.

| f you take the 2.9 mllion and you
divide it by 100, which is 100 house seats in
Arkansas, you cone up wth an ideal district
size of 29,195. |If you divide that sane
nunber, 2.9 mllion, by 35 senate seats,
that's 83,311; that's the ideal size of the
house and senate seats. Well, what this nmap
Is saying is for the senate seats, all of
this in the green is underpopul ated, and it
has to grow and get bigger to gather in nore
people so that it can get to that ideal
target nunber.

Now, obviously, if these districts start
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grow ng, other districts are going to have to
start shrinking; it's a ripple effect. Sane
thing with the house. This is the house
seats, the sane general trend. Let ne show
you one ot her thing.

| was in Fayetteville last night, and in
Fayetteville in Benton and Washi ngt on
Counties, the actual population in the four
exi sting senate districts in Benton and
Washi ngton Counties is 417,000 for those four
seats. |If you divide that nunber by 83, you
get five senate seats; so Benton and
Washi ngton Counties are going to gain a
senate seat. In other words, there's enough
popul ation there to support an additi onal
seat .

| just did this right before we got
started. In Northeast Arkansas -- that's not
it. That's not it either. Anyway, | took
the five northeastern senate seats and took
t he actual popul ation divided by 83,000, and
cane up with 4.88. So in other words,
Nort heast Arkansas, at least for this extrene
corner, has stayed about the sanme and wll be

able to continue to support probably five

Flynn Legal Services - www.flynnlegal.com
501.801.1801 - Little Rock | Fayetteville - 479.442.7111


http://www.flynnlegal.com

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

PUBLIC MEETING - POCAHONTAS
, on 06/15/2011

Page 9

senate seats in those five districts in the
nost extrene corner. But anyway, | say that
to give you an idea of what's got to happen.
And since all the district boundaries have to
start noving and the Board of Apportionnment
and the staff of the Board is charged with
doing that, we've got a big job to do. So
how do we do that job?

The courts, beginning in the '60s, have
| ai d down several principles that we have to
followto be in conpliance with the law. The
first is what we just tal ked about, one
person, one vote, equal population within
constitutional variances.

You'll renmenber Representative Smth was
i nvol ved, the general assenbly just got
t hrough redrawi ng the congressional districts
-- the four congressional districts. Those
congressional districts have to be al nost
identical in population size. They get just
the smallest bit of variance, but they have
to be alnost the sane. And that's because
they're governed by the Apportionnment C ause.
There's a federal court case that says .74

percent deviation is allowable; so | ess than
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1 percent. So they have to be extrenely
preci se.

When we draw |l egislative districts, we
get alittle bit of cushion in that our
overall range can be 10 percent or |ess, and
that's because our standard cones fromthe
Equal Protection Clause in the 14th
Amendrment. What | nean by that is: Let's
say, instead of 83,000, our ideal district
size is 100 people. The largest district in
Arkansas could be as |arge as 105 people, the
smal l est district could be as little as 95
peopl e; so there's a ten-person difference or
a 10 percent range. So you get plus or mnus
your target nunber, is essentially what |'m
saying. And that cones fromthis right here
(indicating). One person, one vote, that's
t he cornerstone, of course, of all
redi stricting.

After that, cones several other |egal
requirenents and criteria that we have to be
aware of. The first would be the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965. That was civil rights
| egi sl ati on that congress passed that made it

illegal to discrimnate against a racial or
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| anguage mnority through any practice,
procedure, rule, law, map. \Watever it is,
iIf it has a discrimnatory effect, then it's
illegal, regardless of whether it was

I ntended or not.

Arkansas, of course, has had sone of that
litigation. W mght touch on it later. But
Jeffers v. dinton in 1989, the Federal Court
said that Arkansas had, in fact, violated the
Voting R ghts Act and ordered the state of
Arkansas to redraw several districts so that
they would be majority/mnority districts and
so that the mnorities in those districts
woul d have a chance to el ect the
representative of their choice. The point of
all this is, as we're drawi ng these maps,
we' ve got to keep our eye on all these bull et
poi nts.

The next is Equal Protection C ause of
the 14th Anrendnent. In the redistricting
context, what that neans is: Beginning in
the early "90s, the U S. Suprene Court said
we want you to be color blind as best you
can. And there's been a series of cases from

the U S. Suprene Court, and their idea is
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that all boards and all authorities would be
color blind as best they could when they were
redraw ng districts. And they said that
because they don't want to sort of devol ve
into what they call "essentialism" in other
words, all blacks are Denocrats or all whites
are Republicans, that sort of thing. And so
the lawis you need to try to avoid that.

And they said don't use race as your
primary or exclusive factor when you're
drawi ng these districts. However, you can be
race consci ous when you're drawing districts,
and you can rely primarily on race if -- and
there's a couple of exceptions, you're trying
to avoid a violation of the Voting Ri ghts Act
of 1965 or you're trying to renmedy past
discrimnation. So at first glance, those
sort of seemto be at odds wth each other.
But it is possible to conply with both at the
sane tine, but we've got to be careful, is
all 1" m saying.

And by the way, |'d rather have a
conversation than me preaching to y'all. If
y'all have any questions or comments, feel

free to stop ne or interrupt. Yes, sir?
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On the issue of
race, if you could cone up with the 35
different districts that net the popul ation
standard, 29,100 and X, and al so the raci al
bal ance that is within the state, 60/40,
whatever it is with African Americans, so
that there was never a nmgjority of a mnority
popul ation in any one district, how would
t hat be vi ewed?

MR WOODSON: Well, | don't think you can
do that. And the part | picked up on was --
| think you used the word "proportion," but
the courts have di sfavored and even
di sal | owed proportional representation. In
ot her words, if we say the African/ Anerican
popul ation in Arkansas is 15 percent,

t herefore, we should have 15 of the 100 house
districts be mnority districts, they don't
do that, and there's no | aw that says you' ve
got to do that, and there's no | aw t hat
really says you can do that.

Anot her way to look at it -- the way the
courts have |l ooked at it is they've said the
Voting R ghts Act says -- in the cases that

have been litigated over that, say that when
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you have a mnority population that is
geographically | arge enough and politically
cohesi ve enough to sort of vote as a bl ock,
then you can draw the mnority districts to
all ow those mnority popul ations to have a
fair chance to elect the representative of
their choice, which, by the way, is sort of
the Holy Grail, of this whol e exercise.

The whol e i dea of one person, one vote is
to give everyone the sane fair equal shot at
el ecting the person they would want to el ect.
And so that's the goal we're striving for.

But that's a great question. Yes, sir?

KIRBY RIFFEL: It occurs to ne that when
you do a census and comng up with two
mllion nine hundred and some-odd thousand
peopl e, you're tal king about residents. Wen

you' re voting, you're tal king about citizens.

Do you proportion citizens or do you -- what
happens to the illegal voters, the non-
voters?

MR WOODSON: The short answer is we get
-- sonme people would say we are stuck with
what ever the Census Bureau gives us, which is

absolutely true. Whatever the census says
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we' ve got in Arkansas, that's the nunber we
use. Now, there's been a | ot of controversy
and even sone litigation over who the census
does and doesn't count. |Illegal aliens, for
exanpl e, continue to be counted, is ny
under st andi ng; and so there's a | ot of
controversy over that. For our purposes --
or ny purposes, we've got 2.915 and that's

t he nunber we use, and we divide that by 100
for the house.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | f half of them
aren't |egal voters, those | egal voters have
better representation than other |egal
vot ers.

MR. WOODSON:  Yeah. Another exanple is
prisons. Prisoners get counted in the county
I n which they are incarcerated, not the
county they canme from And, in fact, | think
there was a bill in the nost recent session
to count prisoners fromtheir county of
residence that they lived in before they got
sent to prison, but it failed. But it's the
sane principle. Those prisoners don't get to
vote; so . . . but they get that popul ation

count. So yeah, there's sone areas of
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I nprovenent that -- or controversy, whichever
way you want to look at it.

N. RAY CAMPBELL: What about coll ege
student s?

MR, WOODSON: Col | ege students, if they
hol d thensel ves out as a resident in the
college town that they're living in, then
they're going to get counted. But as a
practical matter for nobst college students,
they should get counted at their hone, which
IS where they -- | think it all cones back to
where do you intend to return after you get
done with school. But it's possible for them
to say, No, |I'mhere for good.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: \Where does the
squabbl e cone in, you know, with
redistricting giving one party an advant age
over the other? |Is that basically where the
mai n squabbl e cones in?

MR WOODSON: Well, it certainly can be,
and there's been a lot of litigation over
that sort of thing. Let ne scroll down.
That's one of the last factors here. | had
been pleasantly surprised in the |last few

weeks over that issue. Mst of the squabbl es
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| have seen have not been Denocrats versus
Republicans, it's been friendly fire. It's
been Republican versus Republican and
Denocrat versus Denocrat because those groups
know where the voters are that woul d support
them so they're interested in those areas.
And conversely, you know, a Republican knows
where the Denocrats |live, and they don't want
themin their district and vice versa. So
it'"s not -- it hasn't been very straight in
that regard here in Arkansas, and | hope that
It doesn't get that way.

One of the principles is to mnimze
parti sanship. The nost recent U S. Suprene
Court case said that it's possible to bring a
| awsuit over a political gerrynmander, that
one party, you know, took unfair advantage of
the other. What they didn't say was -- they
didn't set out a standard. They didn't say
what is or is not legal in that regard. So
there's a great deal of uncertainty with
respect to that. So I'mconstantly rem ndi ng
everyone | talk to that we need to use
caution and don't overreach in that regard

because it would only spell trouble.
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Al'l of these we haven't tal ked about, you
can just look at those. Districts need to be
geographically conpact; that is, an ideal
district size would be a circle or a square.
In practice, all districts have sone
i rregul ar shapes; however, the nore bizarre
the shape of the district, the |l ess courts
tend to like it. Districts need to be
contiguous; that is, they need to be
geographically connected. You can't have an
i sland of one district conpletely separated,
but as part of this district over here.

And then there's several others that
overlap. And there's sone anbiguity in all
these. The shorthand version of all this is
communities of interest.

What we really end up talking a | ot about
when we talk to the nenbers of the general
assenbly or we talk to local officials or we
talk to voters is; what is your comunity of
I nterest; what does Pocahontas have in common
wi t h Paragoul d or Jonesboro, if anything;
what does the | ocal econony | ook |ike; what
do the schools I ook Iike; what do the

politics | ook |ike; what's the soci al
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structure like? That's really the heart of
trying to draw districts so that the people
Wi th common interests can be put in a
district so that they can elect a
representative that wll represent those
common i nterests.

That's the hard part about all this.
It's because the |ines have to nove to get
the right popul ation nunbers. W're trying
to draw themin such a way as to conply with
all of these factors, but yet at the sane
time, make sense. You know, does Paragoul d
or Pocahontas or Jonesboro, do y'all have
anything in comon with Searcy or West
Menmphi s or, you know, Forrest City or, you
know -- and sone of these senate districts
have to get really, really large to get the
right nunbers of people in them So that's
really the information that we're after thus
all of the public neetings.

And | brought a court reporter today, and
the reason | did that is because every
opportunity -- like |I say, | was in
Fayetteville last night. Every opportunity I

get to talk to a group of people, soneone
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I nvari ably has sonething very interesting to
say or sone point to nmake about what shoul d
or shouldn't exist with respect to the house
and senate districts. So that's sort of
where we're at. And that brings us to the
maps.

Al the maps that | have seen so far are
currently posted on our website, and you can
go look at them There are a couple for
Nor t heast Arkansas, and | know | worked with
Representative Smth on trying to get out a
couple nore. Here is one. Let ne see if |
can find it. This one was from about a nonth
ago. | think this was one of the maps we
used in Jonesboro.

And by the way, these maps, they're not
endorsed maps. In other words, these aren't
maps that the board says, Ch, these are going
to be final maps and this is what we're
t hi nki ng about adopting, but they're maps to
| ook at to say what would work and what
woul dn't work. This is a good exanpl e of
probably what woul dn't work.

You have a senate district com ng across

three or four counties, Cay, Randol ph,
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Green, and | think it even goes further to
the west, hits part of Sharp. So really what
we're trying to do is gather information.

And | know today, we're on a short tine
frame. We don't have a lengthy period for

di scussion. But that's essentially what
we're doing with the board. As staff, that's
what |'mdoing, that's what the other staff
are doing, and we're trying to devel op our
record so that the board can nmake an i nforned
deci si on.

LI NDA COLLINS-SM TH:  One of the things
that you did when you were in Jonesboro, we
tal ked about sonme things there on floor that
day about how the counties needed to be
geographically simlar.

MR, WOODSON:  Yeah.

LI NDA COLLINS-SM TH:  There was one nap,
| think, that split Randol ph County tw ce,
and of course we said we want to put counties
together, we don't want to keep splitting.
And that was an inportant issue that we've
di scussed, well, twice now when | was in
Little Rock. But | think part of that,

putting those counties together when they're
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ali ke that you tal ked about, is letting you
know t hat because you're in Little Rock,
you' ve told us, you know, | don't know.

MR. WOODSON: Yeah. And it's one thing
for me to sit in an office or anybody else to
sit inan office in Little Rock and draw a
map, but we don't know what the communities
are |like and the culture and the econom es.
We have a guess, but oftentines we're w ong.

For exanpl e, Senator Bl edsoe in Benton
County in Northwest Arkansas -- we drew one
map that her district had grown so nuch and
t he boundaries of her district had shrunk in
towards Bentonville because of their |arge
popul ati on growth, and we just sort of
automatically assunmed that she would want to
go in towards that urban area. And she told
us, No, no, you know, ny base and all ny
constituents -- the people | really have a
great relationship with are in the nore rural
parts, the eastern part of Benton County.
And so there's all sorts of on-the-ground
i nformati on that we may not be aware of, and

that's what we're interested in. Yes, sir?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You said the three
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entities are the governor, attorney general,
and the secretary of state. Do they nake the
final decision?

MR WOODSON: Correct.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And that's "the"
final decision, there is no recourse or
appeal or anything?

MR WOODSON: | nean, it's possible to
file a lawsuit if soneone thought that it
viol ated the | aw.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | f that happens,
then the court deci des?

MR, WOODSON: That's correct. | don't
want that to happen. But that's Article 8 of
the Arkansas Constitution. It was anended in
1936, | think, by Amendnent 20, and it gave
t hose three people the authority to do that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wl |, let's say
there was an appeal. Wat court woul d that
be i n?

MR WOODSON: |t depended on the claim
you brought. |f you brought a claimsaying
that they were just sort of arbitrating the
precincts, | think it would be filed with the

State Suprene Court. | think Section 5 of
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Article 8 tal ks about a 30-day period to do
that. |f soneone brought a claimsaying the
Voting R ghts Act of 1965 had been viol at ed,
a federal claim that woul d probably be
brought in Federal Court, depending on which
court had jurisdiction. Right, Judge?

PH L SMTH. Federal would be absolutely
right. Are you saying that the Constitution
says it would be an original filing with the
Ar kansas Suprene Court?

MR WOODSON: | think Section 5 says that
they have original jurisdiction over a claim

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Onh, okay.

MR. WOODSON:  And | think he uses the
arbitrary capricious |anguage. Yes, sir?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Based on what you
sai d about the senator from Benton County,
that doesn't seemfair to nme to |l et her
I nfl uence where you're going to put the |ine.
| mean, if you're |ooking at population -- |
nmean, who's to say that she's going to be
there next ternf

MR. WOODSON: That's a good point. And
the reality of the situation is, and

Representative Smth, | think, confirnmed
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this, certainly, the nenbers of the general
assenbly, they are very interested and very
I nvol ved because these are their districts.
And | think to a | arge degree, they know the
folks in the governor's office, they know the
folks in the secretary of state's office, et
cetera, et cetera. And they, |ike any other
citizen, are free to lobby, if you wll, what
they think the district should | ook Iike.
However, that's a big part of why we're
havi ng these neetings, is we understand that
not everybody has the luxury, like | do, of
getting paid to | ook at maps. Most peopl e
are worried about putting groceries on the
table. They can't be | ooking at maps all
day. So we're trying to nake sone effort to
make the process available to just your
average every day voter, either in a public
neeting, either on the website, you know, you
can submt e-mails, you can wite ne a
letter. |1've posted all the public coment
that | get on the website for the whole world
to look at. You know, the playing field is
not really bal anced out, but we're trying to

make sonme effort to give the fol ks an
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opportunity.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What' s t hat
address, web address?

MR, WOODSON: The address is
ar kansasredi stricting.org, right up here at
the top, and this is ne down here at the
bottom ny e-mail, phone nunber, physical
addr ess.

LI NDA COLLINS-SM TH: |Is there a link to
that on the governor's site or on Arkansas
Legi sl ative site?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Secretary of
state, nma' am

MR, WOODSON: | don't know if it |inks
fromtheir site to ne.

LI NDA COLLINS-SM TH: | don't either.
know your site.

MR. WOODSON: That's a good point.
That's one thing that we can do, is take a
short-term approach and say we just want to
satisfy this one incunbent because they may
not get elected next tine, and we've got to
| ook at what nakes sense long-term 1 think.
Yes?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |f you did it

Flynn Legal Services - www.flynnlegal.com
501.801.1801 - Little Rock | Fayetteville - 479.442.7111


http://www.flynnlegal.com

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

PUBLIC MEETING - POCAHONTAS
, on 06/15/2011

Page 27

basically with a conputer, just matched the
counties with -- could you get it wthin 10
percent without all this dividing up?

MR, WOODSON:  You could get the nunbers
there, but | don't think anything el se would
make sense when you | ook at communities of
i nterest and the core of existing districts
and not crossing -- or trying to mnimze
crossing political subdivisions and things
like that. | think you would get a very
bi zarre | ooking map that not many people
woul d be happy with; so | don't know of any
desire to do it that way. As far as | know,
the only way to really do a good job is just

by hands-on exerci ses.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: G ve us an exanpl e

of what you nean by difference in Paragould
and Pocahontas, what we'd want -- or
Par agoul d, WAl nut Ri dge or Jonesboro.

MR WOODSON:  Well --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | nean, we're all
wanting industry. There's no question about
t hat, but

MR WOODSON: One way to phrase the

guestion, inny mnd, is: |If you were in a
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senate district wth those communities and
you had candi dates running for a variety of
those different communities and, let's say,
Pocahontas is in wth Jonesboro and sonebody
gets elected from Jonesboro and, you know,
they've got a lot of constituents there and
that's sort of their base, and y'all are here
i n Pocahontas, do you feel |ike that person
-- that representative, wuld still be
responsi ve to your concerns here in
Pocahontas? And so that's the way | think of
it innmy mnd. Those are the kinds of
concerns that | hear nost often.

For exanple, last night -- | keep using
Nort hwest Arkansas as an exanple, but that's
where we were nost recently -- the folks in
Madi son County, in one version of a map, they
have been drawn in wth Harrison and Muntain
Hone to the east, but all of their comerce
Is done in Fayetteville, Springdale, Rogers,
Bentonville. Al the school districts,
they're in |ike these Northwest Arkansas, you
know, solid waste organiza -- everything they
do has a Northwest Arkansas flavor to it. So

their concern was to draw themin wth
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Harri son and Mountain Hone, which they don't
ever even think about |ooking that direction.
But their concern was are those peopl e going
to be responsive to our needs and our
concerns if they get elected fromthis
district. So does that answer your question?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yeabh.

MR. WOODSON: That's the core of this
whol e - -

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Mbst of our
I nterest goes towards Jonesboro or Little
Rock, somewhat, but not so nuch toward Little
Rock now.

MR. WOODSON: Probably | ess and | ess,
yeah. Yes, sir?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How does it really
wor k? The one you showed happened to be the
senatorial one, and | know Mssy lrvin is our
senator right now. But if | |ooked at the
map right the other day, where she lives, she
woul dn't -- unless you kept the existing
district, she would not be our senator.

MR. WOODSON:  Yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And we el ected her

for four years. \Wat happens when we're in
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: W el ected her for
two years, actually. She just drew a two-
year term

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did she draw a
t wo-year or --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Uh- huh. 2012,
they all are up for re-election because of
the redistricting.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That's what |'m
sayi ng.

(Mul tiple Speakers.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That doesn't seem
real fair either.

MR WOODSON: |f you had a
representative, house or senate, that was a
crossover, if you wll, sort of spanned the
redistricting, they would continue to hold
office to the end of their regular term and,
you know, ostensibly represent the
constituents of the new district as best they
could. They wouldn't | ose office or anything
i ke that, but

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The ones | saw, we

| ose our senator no natter what.

Flynn Legal Services - www.flynnlegal.com
501.801.1801 - Little Rock | Fayetteville - 479.442.7111


http://www.flynnlegal.com

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

PUBLIC MEETING - POCAHONTAS
, on 06/15/2011

Page 31

MR. WOODSON:  Yeah --
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Unl ess you left it

al one.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There are a coupl e

that don't.
(Multiple Speakers.)
MR, WOODSON: Just to clarify one nore

time, all of the maps that are up right now

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | under st and.
MR. WOODSON: -- are conversation
starters. They're not -- they have not been

endorsed. Now, as far as tine, that rem nds
me, | think the governor and the -- nmaybe the
attorney general, yesterday -- | think this
Is probably his. He had witten a letter to
t he governor, suggesting that they put up
final proposed maps on July 19th and give

fol ks some nore tine to comment on those
before they have any sort of final action on
adopting a final plan. So those are com ng
here in a few weeks for folks to | ook at, and
there will be an opportunity after that to
make comment on that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: When is the final
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deadl i ne for --

MR, WOODSON: Well, it's a self-inposed
deadl i ne of the 1st of August. The reason
for that is there's a |ot of downstream fol ks
i ke county clerks, County Board of Election
Comm ssioners, the clerks have to get the
voters in the right precincts, the candi dates
have to figure out what district they're in
and get ready to run next year; and so August
1st is the self-inposed deadline by the board
to adopt a map. It becones final 30 days
after that after they file it with the
secretary of state; so the end of August
you' re | ooking at, you know, an official map

-- new nap.

KIRBY RIFFEL: This is kind of an awkward

qgquestion, and you probably shoul dn't answer
it, but historically, of course,

redi stricting, whichever party had power
woul d exercise that power on behalf of the
political party (inaudible) litigation, but
aside fromthat, let's assune they're not
going to do that. Are there any existing
conflicts of interest for either the

secretary of state or the attorney general or
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t he governor who wll have any obvi ous
prej udi ces one way or another?

MR, WOODSON: Well, | would start by
sayi ng obviously this is nore about an
I nherently political process than about
political venue. Al of those bullet points,
every one of those up there, are court-nade
rul es through the decades that serve as
limtations on one party's ability to take
unfair advantage of the other. So at the end
of the day, and | guess | say this to give
everyone sone confort level, if you | ook at
where the population is -- and the popul ation
is what it is, and it's going to dictate to a
| arge degree where districts go -- and then
you throw in all of these legal |imtations
t hat prevent one party taking unfair
advantage of the other, then the w ggle room
that's left over for sonebody to really, you
know, work sonme m schief is not great.

It is inpossible for anybody to renake
the state of Arkansas and conpletely shift
t he bal ance of power one way or the other.
You know, the popul ation trends are what they

are; the political trends are what they are.
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Now, you know, | would be disingenuous if I
say, Oh, well, you know, the two Denocrats --
if all things being equal, you know, woul dn't
they rather favor a Denocrat over a
Republican? Well, they probably woul d, but

KIRBY RIFFEL: Let ne give you an
exanple. Let's say that our representative
woul dn't go along with the governor on sone
of the bills. Could he punish our
representative or would he be able to under
this situation by, you know, manipul ating by
a few thousand votes what

MR, WOODSON: | guess all things --

KIRBY RIFFEL: -- or officially use that
as a hanmmer agai nst representatives or
senat ors?

MR, WOODSON:  You know, only to the
extent that it could, politically. | nean,
that's the political ganme, as | understand
it. So, | nmean, anything you could do in a
real concrete way, | think would be very
subtle; it would just be a slight shift here
or a slight shift there, and | don't think
it's possible. And | may be whistling past
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the graveyard on that, but | don't think it's
possible to really --

KIRBY RIFFEL: It wasn't a fair question
anyway.

MR WOODSON:  Well, | get it a lot,
t hough, and |I've thought about it a lot. |
guess the reason | say that is | want to sort
of dispel that inpression that sone people
m ght have that, Ch, well, you know, it's two
to one; therefore, you know, the two
Denocrats are going to be able to draw 100
Denocrati c house seats. It can't be done.
It just -- it's just not there.

BOB IGNNICO W've got tinme for one nore
guesti on.

GARY PUGH. Correct nme if I'"mwong, but
If these neetings are |ike nost public
neetings, the participation and the people
who show up are very low, is that right?

MR WOODSON:  Well, | guess there's two
ways to look at it. W had 150 people |ast
ni ght .

GARY PUGH. I n Northwest Arkansas?

MR, WOODSON:  Yeah. There's no doubt that

nost of the people that cone are, you know,
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political animals of one sort or another, you
know, they're elected officials or, you know,
t hey have sone partisan all egi ance one way or
the other. W don't get as nmany average
voters as | would like to see. And | think
that's because nost people don't have the
| uxury of having the tinme or the energy or
the noney to really, you know, get deeply
i nvol ved in the process.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So is that truly

one person, one vote?

MR, WOODSON: Well, it's the closest we
can get to it, | guess. | don't know of any
ot her way. | guess we're done. Thank you-

all so nmuch for having ne.
(WHEREUPON, the proceedi ngs were

concluded in the matter at 1:01 p.m)

* * % % * *x % * *x %
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF ARKANSAS )
)ss
COUNTY OF PULASKI )

|, Terri J. Wlfe, Certified Court Reporter #698,
do hereby certify that the facts stated by ne in the
caption on the foregoing proceedings are true; and
that the foregoing proceedings were reported verbatim
t hrough the use of the voice-witing nmethod and
thereafter transcribed by nme or under ny direct
supervision to the best of ny ability, taken at the
time and place set out on the caption hereto.

| FURTHER CERTIFY, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney or enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially interested or otherwise, in
the outcome of this action, and that | have no
contract with the parties, attorneys, or persons with
an interest in the action that affects or has a
substantial tendency to affect inpartiality, that
requires nme to relinquish control of an original
deposition transcript or copies of the transcript
before it is certified and delivered to the custodi al
attorney, or that requires ne to provide any service

not nade available to all parties to the action.

Flynn Legal Services - www.flynnlegal.com
501.801.1801 - Little Rock | Fayetteville - 479.442.7111


http://www.flynnlegal.com

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

PUBLIC MEETING - POCAHONTAS
, on 06/15/2011 Page 38

| FURTHER CERTI FY, that in accordance with Rule

30(3) of the Rules of Civil Procedure, review of the

transcri pt was not requested.

2011.

W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL this 24th day of June,

TERRI

J. WOLFE

Arkansas State Suprene Court

Certi

fied Court Reporter #698
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